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Basic Needs and Human Rights
Bhaskar Das

M.A. in Economics, Dibrugarh university
das562695@gmail.com

Introduction :

Is it a human right to have one's fundamental needs met? Are the
minimal requirements for health, education, and nutrition among the
most essential human rights? Does not being hungry constitute a human
right? Or are fundamental human rights themselves? Apart from
material necessities, are there any basic needs that encompass human
rights? Do wants to be met and respect for rights coexist, or are they
capable of conflicting? Regardless of the relationship between needs
and rights, it is obvious that they are distinct concepts. Utilizing limited
resources such as land, labor, cash, foreign exchange, and skills is
necessary to meet fundamental demands, at least those that are
physical. In so far as human rights are negative rights, respecting
them does not require using limited resources.

There can be conflict between rights and needs, at least on some
reasonable interpretations of these concepts, despite the assumption
that "all good things go together" and that needs and rights are either
part of the same package or even identical is supportive of certain
political ideologies and implicit in some forms of American liberalism.
It is possible to satisfy narrowly defined material demands in ways
that go against rights. Human rights would be denied if society were
structured more like a well-run jail or, on the other hand, more like a
zoo. In either case, bodily requirements would be supplied to a great
degree. On the other hand, meeting fundamental necessities might
easily clash with the civil rights ideal of one man, one vote.
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The World Employment Conference of the International Labour
Organization in 1976 developed the "basic needs" concept.The World
Employment Conference in 1976, which suggested that meeting
fundamental human needs should be the primary goal of both national
and international development strategy, was perhaps the pinnacle of
the WEP. Global labor and employer groups, as well as governments,
have embraced the basic needs approach to development. It was
the forerunner of the human development approach and had an impact
on the policies and programs of significant bilateral and multilateral
development organizations. The typical list of urgent "basic needs" is
clothes, shelter, and food (including water). The minimal amount of
consumption of "basic needs" is stressed in many contemporary lists.
These include not just clothes, food, housing, and water, but also
transportation, sanitation, healthcare, education, and transportation
(as suggested in the Third Talk of Livelihood portion of the Three
Principles of the People). Various agencies employ distinct lists.

However, the absolute approach or basic demands are crucial
when it comes to "measurement". One of the main conclusions of the
world summit on social development held in Copenhagen in 1995
was that all countries should create metrics for measuring absolute
and relative poverty and focus their national policies on "eradicating
absolute poverty by a target date specified by each country in its
national context. The basic needs paradigm, as used in the
development discourse, is centered on measuring the poverty that is
thought to be eradicated. Development initiatives that use the basic
needs approach prioritize meeting each household's fundamental
requirements above investing in economically beneficial endeavors
that will enable a community to support itself in the long run, even at
the expense of current economic progress. These initiatives prioritize
survival over equity.

A term used by the International Labour Organization (ILO) and
other United Nations agencies for the basic goods and services (food,
shelter, clothing, sanitation, education, etc.) necessary for a minimum
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human rights. Without access to food, shelter, clean water, and
healthcare, individuals may not be able to fully exercise their human
rights. Consequently, governments and organizations worldwide work
to ensure that basic needs are met as part of their commitment to
upholding human rights.

Objectives :

1. To understand the basic needs and human rights that  helps
individuals and societies to recognize and to address social injustices.It
provides a framework for advocating for equitable access to essential
resources and opportunities.

2. To provide Knowledge of human rights that helps to identify
and challenge discrimination based on factors such as race, gender,
religion, disability, or socioeconomic status.

Methodology :

This study is based on secondary data collected from related
website, web pages etc. The nature of study is primarily observation
and analytical. Secondary methodologies are research methods that
involve using data that has already been collected and analyzed by
someone else. This can include data from government reports,
academic studies, news articles, and other sources. Secondary
methodologies are often used in human rights and basic needs research
because they can provide a comprehensive overview of a particular
issue, identify trends, and compare findings from different studies.

Concept of basic needs :

One of the main methods used to calculate the absolute poverty
in developing nations throughout the world is the basic needs
approach. It attempts to determine the bare minimum of resources
required for sustained physical well-being, typically expressed in terms
of consumer goods. The amount of income needed to meet
everyone's requirements is then used to determine the poverty line.
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If there is no cross-percentile coalition and everyone votes in his
narrow material self-interest, then the poor will never have enough
votes to get redistribution to them implemented and, if redistribution
is a prerequisite for satisfying their fundamental requirements, their
needs will not be addressed. The top 49% of the population will
always have more money left over than if the bottom 51% had been
redistributed, and they will be able to outweigh the center swinging
vote of 2% for not joining the bottom 49% in anti-poverty policies.
The outcome will be redistribution toward the middle class rather
than the impoverished. The a priori argument is supported by
democratic nations' peacetime experience, despite the unreasonable
assumptions. Therefore, it is possible to satisfy fundamental needs in
a way that violates human rights and to uphold human rights in a way
that contradicts basic requirements.

Basic needs and human rights are fundamental concepts that are
essential for the well-being and dignity of every individual. They
represent the core principles that underpin a just and equitable society,
ensuring that all people have the opportunity to live with dignity and
reach their full potential. These concepts are often interrelated, as basic
needs are considered a subset of human rights. Basic needs are the
essential requirements that every human being needs to live a healthy
and fulfilling life. These needs are universal and include: food, shelter,
clothing, clean water, health-care, education, sanitation, security etc. on
the other hand,  Human rights are inherent rights and freedoms that are
granted to every person simply because they are human beings. These
rights are protected by international law and are designed to safeguard
the dignity, equality, and well-being of individuals. Some key human
rights include: Right to Life, Right to Liberty and Security, Freedom of
Thought, Conscience, and Religion, Freedom of Expression, Right to
Education, Right to Work and Fair Wages, Freedom from Discrimination,
Right to Adequate Standard of Living etc.

The relationship between basic needs and human rights is evident
in that fulfilling basic needs is often seen as a prerequisite for ensuring
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standard of living. These basic needs are also incorporated in the
WHO concept of prerequisites for health, which are those necessities
without which medical care and other investments for improving
health, such as health promotion, can have little lasting effect. Defining
basic needs is one of the key approaches to the measurement of
absolute poverty in developing countries. It attempts to define the
absolute minimum resources necessary for long-term physical well-
being, usually in terms of consumption of goods. The poverty line is
then defined as the amount of income required to satisfy those needs.

The basic needs approach was first put out at the World
Employment Conference of the International Labour Organization in
1976. It was suggested that national and international development
strategy should prioritize meeting fundamental human needs.
Governments from all around the world, along with employers' and
workers' groups, supported this strategy for growth. The conventional
list of needs is composed of food (including water), clothes, and
shelter. The minimal level of consumption for basic requirements
nowadays frequently includes sanitation, education, and healthcare.

Importance of Basic Human Needs :

For human existence and wellbeing, basic needs are necessary.
Without access to these basic necessities, people may experience
poor health, malnutrition, and substandard living circumstances.
Because people are unable to satisfy their fundamental requirements,
much alone seek possibilities for economic and social growth, a lack
of access to basic necessities also perpetuates poverty and inequality.

As a result, the first crucial step in fostering sustainable
development and human flourishing is to ensure access to fundamental
requirements. Because they provide the basis for all other elements
of life, basic needs are crucial. When fundamental necessities are
taken care of, people may concentrate on other crucial facets of
their lives, such relationships, job, and personal development. People
may struggle to live if their fundamental requirements are not
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subsequent agreements. Internationally recognized rights such the
freedom of expression, freedom of religion, and the right to a fair
trial are included in a large number of constitutions and regional
charters. These tools are required to uphold human rights legislation.

The preservation of human rights is inextricably linked to both
progress and tranquility. Human rights are necessary for sustainability,
peace, and freedom, according to organizations like the United
Nations. This kind of connection between fundamental rights and
stability and security is a key component of our contemporary view
of human rights.

Origin of human rights :

Human rights have existed for a long time. Ethical behavior,
fairness, and human dignity have all played significant roles in the
evolution of human communities throughout history. These concepts
have their roots in the antiquated cultures of India, China, and Babylon.
They are essential to the teachings of Buddhism, Christianity,
Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, and Judaism, and they contributed
to the rules of Greek and Roman civilization.

Throughout the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, and the
Enlightenment, philosophers had strong views on justice. The idea
that there existed a "natural law" superior to the law of rulers was a
key component of this way of thought. This implied that people
possessed inherent rights only by virtue of being human. The King of
England was compelled to sign Magna Carta, also known as "the Great
Charter," in 1215 by the English barons. The first document to hold
the king accountable to his subjects and to set restrictions on his absolute
authority was Magna Carta. In order to safeguard citizens, it also outlined
several fundamental rights, such the right to a trial.

During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, a period marked
by upheaval and the emergence of national identities, there was a
significant advancement in the conceptualization of human rights. A
basic principle that underpinned the American Declaration of
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taken away. Where do these rights come from and who protects
them? What’s considered a “right?” Not all human societies have
held the same beliefs about inherent human rights as we do today.
The Persian ruler Cyrus the Great is credited with providing the earliest
known instance of anything resembling human rights. Following his
conquest of Babylon, he instituted universal fundamental rights. These
rights, which include the liberation from slavery and the ability to
practice one's faith, are recorded on a clay cylinder that is currently
kept in the British Museum, distant from its original location. There
were discussions of "natural law" in classical Greece and Rome.
Eventually, the concept of "natural rights" was added to natural law.
A significant turning point for legal rights like due process and equality
before the law was established was reached in 1297 when the Magna
Carta was formally incorporated into English law.

In these early days of human rights, some groups were almost
always excluded. Many of the first proponents of fundamental rights
did not think that everyone was entitled to them. When privileged
groups like land-owning white males were mentioned in documents
like the Bill of Rights, they were referring to them and their freedom
and dignity. Exclusion persisted even as the idea of rights grew to
encompass more individuals. One such example is the ability to vote.
Although the United States' 19th Amendment (1920) granted women
the right to vote, Black men and women found it difficult to use this
privilege due to racial discrimination and violence. It took 45 years
for everyone to have full voting rights.

Following World War II, the concept of human rights as we know
it today initially emerged. In 1945, a committee was established by
the newly founded United Nations to draft the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights. This established the idea of universal human rights
and the duty of governments to uphold and defend them. The
International Covenant on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination, the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and the
International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights were among the
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addressed, which can have detrimental effects on their health,
productivity, and stress levels.

Role of Basic Needs in Sustainable Development :

The term "sustainable development" refers to a development
strategy that aims to satisfy current requirements without endangering
the capacity of future generations to satisfy their own needs. The
fulfillment of fundamental needs is essential to sustainable development
because they lay the groundwork for environmental, social, and
economic advancement. Having access to necessities like clean water
and education has a good influence on one's health, wealth, and general
well-being. Individuals and communities are better able to engage in
the economy and society as they can satisfy their fundamental
requirements, which promotes more economic growth and
development.

Concept of human rights :

Human rights are moral precepts or guidelines for appropriate
conduct that are consistently safeguarded by national and international
law. These are generally regarded to be unalienable, fundamental
rights to which every human being, regardless of age, race, geography,
language, religion, or any other status, is naturally entitled just by
virtue of being a human.They are egalitarian in that they apply to all
people equally and are universal in that they are relevant anywhere,
at any time. The broad consensus is that they shouldn't be taken
away until due process based on particular circumstances has been
followed. They are seen as necessitating empathy, the rule of law,
and a duty on people to respect the human rights of others.

“Human rights” is one of the most important concepts in our
modern era. Activists, governments, and corporations use it to draw
on a collective understanding that all people deserve certain rights
and freedoms. No matter who a person is, where they’re from, what
they believe, or how they live, everyone has rights that cannot be
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Independence (1776) was that all individuals were entitled to certain
rights, including "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." In a similar
vein, the French Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen
(1789) acknowledged the "liberty, equality, and fraternity" of people
while contesting the power of the nobility. These principles were
also reflected in the US Bill of Rights (1791), which guaranteed the
freedom of the press, of speech, and of religion in addition to the
rights to private property, "peaceful" assembly, and a just trial.

Importance of Human Rights :

In society, tensions can be lessened by upholding values of
equality, tolerance, and respect. Putting human rights principles into
action can assist us in building the sort of society we desire. The way
we conceptualize and use human rights concepts has greatly expanded
in the last several decades. This has produced several benefits as
understanding human rights may empower people and provide
answers to particular issues.

Human rights have a significant role in how individuals relate to
one another in all spheres of society, including the family, the
community, the workplace, the political arena, and international
relations. Therefore, it is imperative that everyone make an effort to
comprehend what human rights are. Promoting justice and societal
well-being is made simpler for people when they have a greater
understanding of human rights.

Who has a responsibility to protect human rights?

The enjoyment of one's human rights is contingent upon the respect
shown by others for those rights. Thus, human rights entail obligations
and responsibilities to one another as well as to the community.It is
the duty of each individual to make sure that when exercising their
rights, they take other people's rights into account. For instance,
when exercising one's right to free speech, one ought to do so without
violating the private rights of others.
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1.2 Objectives :

1. To find out eradication of poverty from the rural areas in India.
2. To study the concept of sustainable Development.

1.3 Methodology :

This study is based on secondary data. Data are collected from
books, Journal, Magazine, and News paper Etc.

1.4 Poverty at Global Level :

Poverty is not only a single country issue. It is difficult to measure
how much poverty is there in a particular country. According the
World Bank estimates 21% of the developing countries lined below
1.25 dollar in a day. In mid 1970s UN setup a committee to speed
up poverty reduction strategies like income distribution, employment
health, education housing etc. for social change the world bank
prepared World development report (WDR) on poverty in three
main fronts. They are based on Economic growth and generated
employment and income for the poor. Development of human
resources for poor and Establishment social safety net for poor.
Though the different steps has been taken around the globe in recent
past poverty has been declining, but vulnerability of the poor did not
decline. This has been disparity between rich and poor increasing.

1.5 Poverty in India :

Planning commission of India defined poverty and measured on
calorie based both in rural and urban areas. It is defined that below
poverty lines (BPL) people consumed 2400 Kcal per day in rural
areas 2100 Kcal/day in urban areas. The planning commission
estimated that 45.6% of Indian population under BPL in 1983, 35.8%
in 1993, 227.5% in 2004-05, 25.7% in rural areas and 13.7% in
urban areas and total 21.9% in the year 2011-12.

Some sections of the people like Schedule caste and schedule
tribes suffers highly due to limited assets and natural resources like

 (UDDIPTA-2)



Eradication of Rural Poverty In India

Through Sustainable Natural

Resources : An Analysis
Horen Chamuah

Asst.Prof.Deptt.of Economics
Pithubar Girls’ Degree College, Khowang.

1.1 Introduction :

In India large numbers of the people are living in rural areas.
They are basically depends upon natural resources. Most of the people
are lying below the poverty line. At present percentage of poverty in
declining but discrimination, inequality, vulnerabilities and deprivation
still continue. According to UN General Assembly report says people
living less than S1.25 in a day.

The UN millennium summit 2000, 189 countries participated and
bond to and poverty and hunger through improve better health,
education and gender equality and environment stability by 2015.
Still it is serious issue among the countries. The people of the globe
celebrate international day for eradication of poverty on 17th October
in every year. United Nation organization conduct summit in this in
2015 and set Sustainable Development Goals(SDGs).They are End
Poverty, in all its forms everywhere, zero hunger good health and
wellbeing, quality education, Gender equality Clean water and
sanitation, Affordable and clean energy, Decent work and Economic
Growth, Industry, innovation and infrastructure, Reduced inequalities,
Sustainable cities and communities, Responsible consumption &
protection, climate action Life below water, life on land, peace justice
and strong institutions, Partnership for the goals.
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It is especially the duty of governments to guarantee that individuals
may exercise their rights. It is their responsibility to create and uphold
policies and programs that let individuals lives rights-abiding, rights-
protected lives.

Conclusion :

In conclusion, basic needs and human rights are intertwined
concepts that are essential for the well-being and dignity of all
individuals. Recognizing and respecting these rights is a fundamental
step toward building a just and equitable society where every person
can live a life of dignity and opportunity. Access to essentials lays the
groundwork for social, economic, and environmental advancement,
allowing people and communities to actively engage in society and
achieve their objectives. However, there are still many of individuals
in the globe that require access to these basics. We can build a society
where everyone has the chance to thrive and realize their potential
by putting fundamental necessities first.
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forests, agricultural land etc. People living below poverty line exposed
in various shock that to crops, prices and illness. Poverty is not only
matter of deprivation and also of vulnerability to such socks.

2.1 Different Poverty eradication programmes :

After Independence in India different  poverty eradication
programme has been initiated .Some of the programme like Intensive
Agriculture Area Development Programme (IAABP),Drought prone
Area Programme (DPAP), Hill area Development Programme),
Command area Development Programme (TDPA) and Integrated
Rural Development programme (IRDP) implemented during 1970
to 1980. National Rural Employment Programme( NREGP) Rural
labour Employment Guarantee Programme (RLEGP), Jawahar
Rojgar Yojanaa (JRM) is also some of the poverty allieviation
programmes..Mahhatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Programme (NREGP) is flagship programme that
implemented in the tear 2006. This programme main objective is to
provide wage employment 100 days in a calendar year and also
extended 150 days in a year in mandatory.

2.2 Poverty and Natural Resources :

Poor people are directly related with natural resources for their
livelihoods. According to recent estimates natural resources
constitutes roughly 20-25% of their total income. Estimates reveals
that about 1.3 billion people live on marginal land and half of the
rural poor having small land holdings to get adequate income. In the
absence of resources, particulars in rural areas may remain under
chronic poverty condition. Land is the one of the prime natural
resources to grow agricultural income. Agriculture provide
employment, it also provide food fodder and drinking water for
farmers particularly small and marginal farmers. The sustainable
agriculture leads to growth rate of production of crops and enhance
purchasing capacity of the poor. When crop production increasing
automatically wage rate also increasing and it is one of the most
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Abstract :

Historical negationism, or historical revisionism, is a contentious
facet of historiography involving the distortion or denial of established
historical facts and events. This abstract explores the significance,
motivations, and consequences of historical negationism, as well as
the debates it engenders. Historical negationism often emerges from
political, ideological, or cultural motives, challenging established
historical truths. Notable cases include Holocaust denial, which
demonstrates the far-reaching impact of negationism on society,
memory, and collective identities. Debates surrounding negationism
revolve around the balance between freedom of speech and the
responsibility to uphold historical accuracy. How society confronts
and combats negationist narratives without stifling academic freedom
remains a key question.understanding historical negationism and its
associated debates is vital for preserving historical accuracy and
memory. It underscores the responsibility of society, scholars, and
institutions to safeguard the integrity of our historical record in the
face of these challenges.
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strictly a separate category. Proper uses of government scheme should
certainly help in reducing rural poverty. The government should also
verify that the scheme should be touched in grass root level small
and marginal people.

3.2 References :
1. BooJ.et al(2000).Environment in poverty Reduction Strategies and

Poverty Reduction Support credits
2. Covindish w.(2000) Empirical Regularities in the poverty-Environment

Relationship of Rural Household. Evidence from Zimbabwe. World
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important rout to exit poverty Landless and semi landless people are
nearly 42% poor in rural India.

2.3 Forest resources and poverty alleviation :

Forest resources are played a vital role in enhancing the quality
of life and local environment. It is renewable resources and contribute
sustainability for economic development as it is provides forest
products and good for dwellers and forest based industries. Excess
use of land, forest and minerals mines and also over population leads
to ecological imbalance and disturb eco system. Sustainable utilization
of land water air forest, fisheries wild life flora and fauna only provides
eco system that underpins human life.

Poverty and environment degradation is side by side relationship,
40% of the earth land in the surface affected by land degradation.
Increase pressure on land through deforestation ,over grazing and
over collimation root cause of decline in soil fertilizing and production
and aggravates poverty. This is shown that there is interrelationship
between rural poverty and environment degradation.

2.4 Strategies in 12th five year plan :

The approach of Faster sustainable and more inclusive Growth
the Govt.of India concentrated more on protection of Natural
resources management and decided to give much priority for
concerned and encouraged participatory forest management. Peoples
Participation in Government initiative projects and played vital role.
Participatory for livelihood security of local communities. Much more
corporation needed for forests and wild life protection between
develop and developing countries. Under the Ministry of Environment
and Forests a study centre started for forest policy and corporation
studies.

3.1 Conclusion :

Natural resources are important factor to reduce the poverty. In
present context poor may be seen a kind of continuum rather than
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1. Introduction :

In historiography, historical revisionism is the re-interpretation of
a historical account. It usually involves challenging the orthodox
(established, accepted or traditional) views held by professional
scholars about a historical event or time-span or phenomenon,
introducing contrary evidence, or reinterpreting the motivations and
decisions of the people involved. The revision of the historical record
can reflect new discoveries of fact, evidence, and interpretation, which
then results in revised history. In dramatic cases, revisionism involves
a reversal of older moral judgments.

At a basic level, legitimate historical revisionism is a common
and not especially controversial process of developing and refining
the writing of histories. Much more controversial is the reversal of
moral findings, whereby what mainstream historians had considered
(for example) positive forces are depicted as negative. Such
revisionism, if challenged (especially in heated terms) by the supporters
of the previous view, can become an illegitimate form of historical
revisionism known as historical negationism if it involves inappropriate
methods such as the use of forged documents or implausible distrust
of genuine documents, attributing false conclusions to books and
sources, manipulating statistical data, and deliberately mis-translating
texts. This type of historical revisionism can present a re-interpretation
of the moral meaning of the historical record. Negationists use the
term revisionism to portray their efforts as legitimate historical inquiry;
this is especially the case when revisionism relates to Holocaust denial.

2. Discussion :

2.1 Negationism and denial :

The historian Deborah Lipstadt (Denying the Holocaust: The
Growing Assault on Truth and Memory, 1993), and the historians
Michael Shermer and Alex Grobman (Denying History: Who Says
the Holocaust Never Happened and Why Do They Say It?, 2002),
distinguish between historical revisionism and historical negationism,
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same conflict between two English-speaking countries is known by
two different names: the "American War of Independence" and the
"American Revolutionary War". As perceptions of nationalism change,
so do the areas of history that are driven by such ideas. Wars are
contests between enemies, and postwar histories select the facts and
interpretations to suit their internal needs, The Korean War, for
example, has sharply different interpretations in textbooks in the
countries involved.

Culture :

For example, as regionalism has regained some of its old
prominence in British politics, some historians have suggested that
the older studies of the English Civil War were centred on England
and that to understand the war, events that had previously been
dismissed as on the periphery should be given greater prominence.
To emphasise this, revisionist historians have suggested that the English
Civil War becomes just one of a number of interlocking conflicts
known as Wars of the Three Kingdoms. Furthermore, as cultures
develop, it may become strategically advantageous for some revision-
minded groups to revise their public historical narrative in such a
way so as to either discover, or in rarer cases manufacture, a
precedent which contemporary members of the given subcultures
can use as a basis or rationale for reform or change.

Ideology :

For example, in the 1940s, it became fashionable to see the
English Civil War from a Marxist school of thought. In the words of
Christopher Hill, "the Civil War was a class war." After World War
II, the influence of Marxist interpretation waned in British academia
and by the 1970s this view came under attack by a new school of
revisionists and it has been largely overturned as a major mainstream
explanation of the mid-17th-century conflict in England, Scotland,
and Ireland.
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archives, there was much debate over whether Field Marshal Bernard
Montgomery could have known that Arnhem was heavily garrisoned.
With the release of the archives, which indicated that they were, the
balance of the evidence swung in the direction of his detractors. The
release of the ULTRA archives also forced a re-evaluation of the
history of the electronic computer.

New sources in other languages :

As more sources in other languages become available historians
may review their theories in light of the new sources. The revision of
the meaning of the Dark Ages is an example.

Developments in other fields of science :

DNA analysis has had an impact in various areas of history either
confirming established historical theories or presenting new evidence
that undermines the current established historical explanation.
Professor Andrew Sherratt, a British prehistorian, was responsible
for introducing the work of anthropological writings on the
consumption of legal and illegal drugs and how to use the papers to
explain certain aspects of prehistoric societies.[14]Carbon dating,
the examination of ice cores and tree rings, palynology, scanning
electron microscope analysis of early metal samples, and measuring
oxygen isotopes in bones, have all provided new data in the last few
decades with which to argue new hypotheses. Extracting ancient
DNA allows historians to debate the meaning and importance of
race and indeed current identities.

Nationalism :

For example, in schoolbooks' history on Europe, it is possible to
read about an event from completely-different perspectives. In the
Battle of Waterloo, most British, French, Dutch and German
schoolbooks slant the battle to emphasise the importance of the
contribution of their nations. Sometimes, the name of an event is
used to convey political or a national perspective. For example, the
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the latter of which is a form of denialism. Lipstadt said that Holocaust
deniers, such as Harry Elmer Barnes, disingenuously self-identify as
"historical revisionists" in order to obscure their denialism as academic
revision of the historical record.

As such, Lipstadt, Shermer, and Grobman said that legitimate
historical revisionism entails the refinement of existing knowledge
about an historical event, not a denial of the event, itself; that such
refinement of history emerges from the examination of new, empirical
evidence, and a re-examination, and consequent re-interpretation of
the existing documentary evidence. That legitimate historical
revisionism acknowledges the existence of a "certain body of
irrefutable evidence" and the existence of a "convergence of
evidence", which suggest that an event–such as the Black Death,
American slavery, and the Holocaust–did occur; whereas the
denialism of history rejects the entire foundation of historical evidence,
which is a form of historical negationism.

2.2 Influences and Negationism :

Some of the influences on historians that may change over time
are the following:

Access to new data :

Much historical data has been lost. Even archives must make
decisions based on space and interest on what original material to
obtain or to keep. At times, documents are discovered or publicized
that give new views of well-established events. Archived material
may be sealed by governments for many years, either to hide political
scandals or to protect information vital for national security. When
the archives are opened, they can alter the historical perspective on
an event. For example, with the release of the ULTRA archives in
the 1970s under the British thirty-year rule, much of the Allied high
command tactical decision making process was re-evaluated,
particularly the Battle of the Atlantic. Before the release of the ULTRA
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Historical causation :

Issues of causation in history are often revised with new research:
for example, by the mid-20th century the status quo was to see the
French Revolution as the result of the triumphant rise of a new middle
class. Research in the 1960s prompted by revisionist historians like
Alfred Cobban and François Furet revealed the social situation was
much more complex, and the question of what caused the revolution
is now closely debated.

Release of public documents :

Compared to past decades, a huge volume of archived
government records is now available under the thirty-year rule and
similar laws. These can provide new sources and therefore new
analyses of past events.

2.3 Debates related to Negationism :

2.3.1 New World discovery and European colonization of

the Americas :

In recounting the European colonization of the Americas, some
history books of the past paid little attention to the indigenous peoples
of the Americas, usually mentioning them only in passing and making
no attempt to understand the events from their point of view. That
was reflected in the description of Christopher Columbus having
discovered America. Those events' portrayal has since been revised
to avoid the word "discovery."

In his 1990 revisionist book, The Conquest of Paradise:
Christopher Columbus and the Columbian Legacy, Kirkpatrick Sale
argued that Christopher Columbus was an imperialist bent on
conquest from his first voyage. In a New York Times book review,
historian and member of the Christopher Columbus Quincentenary
Jubilee Committee William Hardy McNeill wrote about Sale: he has
set out to destroy the heroic image that earlier writers have transmitted
to us. Mr. Sale makes Columbus out to be cruel, greedy and
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historical revisionism have been imaginatively depicted in some works
of fiction, such as Nineteen Eighty-Four, by George Orwell. In
modern times, negationism may spread via new media, such as the
Internet.
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2.3.3 The dropping of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and

Nagasaki :

The atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki have generated
controversy and debate. Historians who accepted President Harry
Truman's reasoning in justifying dropping atomic bombs in order to
force Japanese surrender end of World War II are known as
"orthodox," while "revisionists" generally deny that the bombs were
necessary. Some also claim that Truman knew they were not necessary
but wanted to pressure the Soviet Union. These historians see
Truman's decision as a major factor in starting the Cold War. They
and others also may charge that Truman ignored or inflated predictions
of casualties.

3. Conclusion :

Historical revisionism involves either the legitimate scholastic re-
examination of existing knowledge about a historical event, or the
illegitimate distortion of the historical record. For the former, i.e. the
academic pursuit, see historical revisionism. This article deals solely
with the latter, the distortion of history, which if it constitutes the
denial of historical crimes is also sometimes called negationism. In
attempting to revise the past, illegitimate historical revisionism may
use techniques inadmissible in proper historical discourse, such as
presenting known forged documents as genuine; inventing ingenious
but implausible reasons for distrusting genuine documents; attributing
conclusions to books and sources that report the opposite;
manipulating statistical series to support the given point of view; and
deliberately mis-translating texts (in languages other than the
revisionist's). Some countries, such as Germany, have criminalised
the negationist revision of certain historical events, while others take
a more cautious position for various reasons, such as protection of
free speech; still others mandate negationist views. Notable examples
of negationism include Holocaust denial, Armenian Genocide denial
and Japanese war crime denial.  In literature, the consequences of
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incompetent (even as a sailor), and a man who was perversely intent
on abusing the natural paradise on which he intruded."

McNeill declares Sale's work to be "unhistorical, in the sense
that [it] selects from the often-cloudy record of Columbus's actual
motives and deeds what suits the researcher's 20th-century
purposes." McNeill states that detractors and advocates of Columbus
present a "sort of history [that] caricatures the complexity of human
reality by turning Columbus into either a bloody ogre or a plaster
saint, as the case may be."

2.3.2 Guilt for causing World War II :

The orthodox interpretation blamed Nazi Germany and Imperial
Japan for causing the war. Revisionist historians of World War II,
notably Charles A. Beard, said the United States was partly to blame
because it pressed the Japanese too hard in 1940 and 1941 and
rejected compromises. Other notable contributions to this discussion
include Charles Tansill, Back Door To War (Chicago, 1952);
Frederic Sanborn, Design For War (New York, 1951); and David
Hoggan, The Forced War (Costa Mesa, 1989). The British historian
A. J. P. Taylor ignited a firestorm when he argued Hitler was an
ineffective and inexperienced diplomat and did not deliberately set
out to cause a world war.

Patrick Buchanan, an American paleo conservative pundit, argued
that the Anglo–French guarantee in 1939 encouraged Poland not to
seek a compromise over Danzig. He further argued that Britain and
France were in no position to come to Poland's aid, and Hitler was
offering the Poles an alliance in return. Buchanan argued the guarantee
led the Polish government to transform a minor border dispute into a
major world conflict, and handed Eastern Europe, including Poland,
to Stalin. Buchanan also argued the guarantee ensured the country
would be eventually invaded by the Soviet Union, as Stalin knew the
British were in no position to declare war on the Soviet Union in
1939, due to their military weakness.
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Abstract :

Famous American poet Robert Frost’s THE ROAD NOT
TAKEN was originally published in August of 1915 in “The Atlantic”
and written in Iambic tetrameter.  Through the poem the poet shows
the making choices of human.

The poem presents a person who is standing at a fork in the road
in a wood, unsure which one to take. The poet uses the road as a
metaphor for the journey of human life. Each decision that people
make is like a turn in the road, choosing what to do with our lives can
be like choosing which turn to take a fork in the road. In the poem,
the road is the perfect symbol of human lives that takes them towards
the destination.

 The poem tells us to be very careful in making decisions in our
lives. One ought to be careful while making choices shape our future.
Actually, once we make a decision, it’s very complex to change and
start again. One worst decision could make people regret it
throughout life. All these depend on the choices we make today.

Preface :

As a 20th century’s poet, Robert Frost was very philosophical
through his realistic depictions of rural life. He is a poet of that time
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problems have solutions too. For solving these, people should take
right decision. If the decision is correct then it will help them to solve
the problems. But choosing wrong decision is one of the imperfect
manners of life which may be a cause of unsuccessful human

The poem masquerades as a meditation about choice, but the
Critic William Pritchard suggests that choosing one rather than the
other was a matter of impulse, impossible to speak about any more
clearly than to say that the road taken had perhaps the better claim.
Actually the destination of human life depends on the philosophical
paths that people have taken which are presented in the poem very
skilfully and also clearly.
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black.’ It means that the leaves which had fallen on the road and had
been trampled black by the people who had taken that path. It is the
road that the speaker does not take. Philosophically it depicts that
people can choose the correct path in human life through some
features also.

In the fourth stanza, the poet writes, ‘I took the one less travel
by.......... all the difference.’ It represents poet’s uniqueness in his
life. Namely the lines presents that people have to choose that path
which is unique and has some differences from others. According to
the poet it may be a source of success in future for human.

Through the whole poem one can think about one’s life and link
it to the roads that the poet has presented in the poem. Choosing
right decision in our real life is one of the toughest activities for human.
This poem is the perfect example of choosing real life decisions that
Robert frost represents through the suitable symbols.

Conclusion :

Through the four stanzas Robert Frost presents complexities of
decision making in human life. Generally ordinary people always use
any path between the both. It’s different for those who would like to
do a new prosperous thing in their lives. Therefore human life is
complex and making right decision is too critical. That’s why the
poet encourages the people to choose the right one from the two
roads and make the decision fruitful where both roads are being
presented as a metaphor by the poet.

Everyone has their own rights to take decisions. But they should
always remember that the decision is the destination. According to
the famous sacred book, THE BHAGAWATA GITA, “A man’s own
self is his friend. A man’s own self is his foe.” It emphasizes that if we
have a problem, only we will have a solution to it, and not your
friend. Look within and believe in the life. Namely decision making
depends on the person who wants.

In human life there have a lots of problems. Interestingly these
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who had written about the deeper meaning of human life. Actually he
became one of the American rare ‘public figures, almost an artistic
institution.’ Frost’s famous poem THE ROAD NOT TAKEN is one
of the significant examples of decision making in human life. The
poem depicts the destination of human life through lots of symbols.

Main Discussion :

The well known poem THE ROAD NOT TAKEN was written
by Robert Frost as a joke for a friend, the poet Edward Thomas.
The poem is divided into four stanzas and each stanza has a root
meaning of human life.

The first stanza presents two physical roads of walking which
are diverged in a yellow wood. As a traveller the poet is unable to
travel both at the same time. The poet also observes that both roads
are bent on the same point. In philosophical meaning, it shows that
human life gets the same turning point which is very significant and
futuristic.

The second stanza of the poem shows the road which is grassy
and not frequently used or travel by ordinary people. He looks at the
fork in the path and realizes how many people have come before
and choose the other path.

In the third stanza, the poet states that it is morning, and no one
has yet walked the path he is on, as there no footsteps on it. After
seeing this, the poet decides that may be he come back another day
to try the path that he didn’t choose, but does not believe he will.

In the last stanza, the poet discusses the fact that he will talk
about his event sometime in the future. He took the path that he was
not used as much and is made a difference.

In the first and second stanza, the poet uses the symbols such as
yellow wood, traveller, undergrowth and wanted wear. These are
philosophically related to human life that poet has linked it through
the poem.

In the third stanza, poet writes, ‘In leaves no steps have trodden
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Introduction :

A language is a means of communication, a way of exchanging
ideas, the system of coding and decoding the thoughts and a bridge
that makes connection among people which are configured to a
specific community or a social group. All the meaning of thoughts
and ideas lies in the language with some symbols. Going with a
language is not an easy task because a language has its own kind of
characteristics that differs from others. Language has its symbols,
grammatical rules, structure of words. A language can be considered
as a presenter of a culture that the assigned community has. A culture
and its language are deeply rooted in a society. The term ‘culture’
designate to the rituals, customs, festivals, life style, traditions and
lastly the way representing a language. a particular culture directs to
a particular culture. Besides the using of linguistic characteristics, a
language also leads a line to merge with the cultural rituals of a specific
society. Languages can be considered as the marker of cultural
identities. On the other hand, it can be said that the process of language
learning is a cultural learning. When it is the case about adoption of
another language which is not first language to an individual or a
group of people refers to the idea of taking or using another language
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parob,TusuParob and various ‘puja’.They have their own dance form
‘Jhumur’.

As they have lived in Assam for many years, they are adopting
the Assamese language and culture.They call themselves as Assamese.
TirthanathSarma, the former President of Assam Sahitya Sabha said
in Makumadhiveshan that many tea labourers who live with the
Assamese people are becoming linguistically Assamese and they don’t
even know about their own language. Some are also practising their
mainstream but also say Assamese as their own language. In every
population survey they give their mother tongue as Assamese.They
also give admission to their children in Assamese Medium schools.

Place of The Study :

The study was conducted in Borbam Tea Estate, Amguri,
Sivasagar through household survey and interview of the members
of the family.  The tea estate is situated on the bank of river Jhanji
and the border of Assam and Nagaland. It is owned by a British
company. It grabs acre of land and has approximately    number of
labourers. The place is selected because it is surrounded by many
Assamese villages and also it is near by Amguri town and Nagaland.
Many people of there garden are engaged in daily labour in the
neighbouring villages, also the garden officials are more closely with
the mainstream Assamese people. The garden has the tea tribes like
Santhal, Urang, Oriya, Munda etc. and they collectively use the ‘Sadri’
communicating language inside the garden.  The garden has also some
historical significance. It is one of the big tea garden in Sivasagar
district. There are Hindu and Christian families in the tea estate. Most
of the respondents say that they are not aware about their settlement
there.

The total sample of the study consisted with 25 respondents
families from the Borbam Tea Estate. All the families are tea tribe
people and most of them are pluckers, the lowest designation of a
tea garden. In the tea garden, there are differences in case of family
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fighter. Now Assam has many big tea gardens under private sector
and also some small scale producers. These tea estates are mainly
inhabited by tea tribe people.  (Borthakur, 2014)

The History of Tea Tribe and Their Social Condition :

The discovery of tea tribe and establishment of tea plantations
needed a huge amount of labourers. The British government felt that
the native people couldn’t do the tea garden works,they had to pool
labourers from the states of Bengal, Orissa and Bihar. These workers
were brought for five years contract to work on tea plantations. This
pool was started on 1850 onwards and it continued till 1960 as it
was found that there was enough tea workers to work in the tea
gardens. The tribes have many internal differences but today they
are referred as a single community named like ‘Chahjanajati’, ‘adivasi’
etc.The total number of population of these workers at 3.4 million in
1981. (Sarma, 2012)

The tea tribes are found mainly in the districts of Sivasagar,
Nagaon, Sonitpur, Jorhat, Dibrugarh, Darrang, Golaghat, Tinsukia,
Cachar, Hailakandi, Karimganj and they are approximately seventy
lakhs in population (census 2011). Some are now not working in the
gardens and get established in outside of the gardens.They are known
as ‘ex-tea tribe’. Though they are scheduled as ‘Other Backward
Classes’(OBC), they are demanding the Scheduled Tribe (ST)
status.(Sarma,2012) The tea tribes of Assam are seen as a major
backward tribes of India and they are also much exploited. The tea
tribe people, specially the labourers, live inside the tea estate villages,
established by the tea planters, and these villages are known as ‘Line’.
They live with the basic facilities provided by the tea estates.
(Borthakur, 2014) The tea tribe is a community, a collectivity of many
tribes and sub-tribes. Some of them have their own language but
now they use their own language (Sandani or Sadri communicating
language) which is a mixture of Assamese, Bengali, Odia, Hindi, etc
languages. They have their own festivals or rituals like karma
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and that is not hereditary. Both the spoken and the written skills
come on the process of adoption. However, it is said and believed
that adopting spoken form is a little easier than the adopting the written
form in general. While someone deals with the language and culture
adaptation concept; at the first level the language comes through
which the culture can be understood. Every culture has a language
and cultural rituals have been exposed through folk tradition. If a
group of people adopts a language then they automatically go to fall
in love with the cultural. It is because, the culture is represented in
that language and the meaning of it is understandable to them. That’s
a reason that one can claim that language gives a chance to assimilate
a group of people in the field of culture. The process of adaptation of
a language happens in various reasons. Especially a minority
community or a society takes the language that the surrounding
majority community uses. Firstly, the reason behind the adopting a
language is for their convenience and to face various circumstances
in their day to day life. After some years, the language becomes a
fluent one. This fluency comes in the spoken skill first. A language is
considered as a part of culture, so that adopting a language can helps
to know about the group cultural customs. When a minority group of
people lives with a majority group of people, automatically they adopt
some cultural customs and celebration of festivals of that majority
group.

Historical Background of Tea in Assam :

Among the Indian states, Assam is one of the highest tea
producers and it contributes almost half of the total tea production of
India. Assam tea is known for the excellent quality and this industry
is also taken as a big industry of Assam. If we see about the history
of tea in Assam, an English merchant Robert Bruce first discovered
tea plant in Assam and after that the East India Company established
a trade on it. Among the Indians, the first tea planter was
ManiramDewan, an Assamese great man, who was also a freedom
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size. The tea tribe labour family is comparatively larger than the other
households.  The tea tribe people live below poverty line. The
economic status, educational attainments are not so good.

From the collected data, it is helpful to analyse the causes and
factors of adopting Assamese language and culture among tea tribe
labour. Among the 25 selected families, the head of the families are
mostly pluckers, some of them are drivers, and some of them are
supervisors and electricians. In these families, two persons are leaders
of some tea tribe organisation. From the field data, some findings are
got and those are given and analyse below-

It is necessary to understand the Assamese language for the
people, those who have to be in a regular contact with the Assamese
people because there is no other option for them. According to their
statement, the majority is Assamese people, so they are not ready to
learn the minority language such as Sadri, Mundari, Oriya, Santhali
etc. It may be due to the preference of status of the society.

A common language exists among the tea tribes that is‘Sadri’
language and most of the tea tribe members use to speak it in home
and along with the Assamese language. Some respondents like
Ganesh Murmu and Saran Rampant said that the adoption of
Assamese is not a difficult one. Both languages have some mutual
linguistic features. They are similar in some ways. Some lexicons just
add or omit some vowel insertion or deletion while pronouncing it.
The differentiation between the languages plays with the vowels.

For example :

Table 1

Assamese Word Sadri word Meaning

Tuk Toke You
Muk Moke Me

Maje Maje Majhe Majhe In Middle
Pale Paile To get
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Along with all, the community has their own cultural rituals to
Celebrate. The tea tribe community has also prefered to preserve
their own culture which is their love for their own culture.

On the other hand, it is seen that the rituals like ‘Vauna’ and Bihu
are celebrated within the community. There are a few ‘Namghar’ (a
prayer hall of Assamese community) are there. Some leaders lead to
present ‘Vauna’ and the other members join it to make success of
the events. All of them enjoy it a lot. The community also celebrates
‘Bihu’, the soul culture of Assam. The tea tribe people enjoy the
rhythm and every bits of the event.

The personal observation goes as the eloquence level of speaking
the Assamese language is high than the women of the tea garden.
The women respondents are not fluent in speaking Assamese
language. Also many women are shy to talk and to communicate
with the other people. They mostly busy with their household works
and they are not willing to go outside for daily Labour. The men are
the head of a family and women can’t get more authority in the tea
garden. The women have been given a less communication
opportunity to interact with the Assamese people rather than the
male. They are the nurse of their own children, housewives of the
family and works for the family. The only business that is related to
women in the garden is plucking of tea leaves. Some women work in
the house of the officials and they are a little fluent in Assamese.

One interesting fact from the field study is that the children are
more fluent in Assamese than their parents/grandparents. It is because
most of the parents/grandparents are illiterate or less educated but
the children are studying in the schools. They can communicate in
Assamese with their friends and teachers which makes them to learn
Assamese fluently.

 Some factors and situations or circumstances came out of the
filed study on adoption of Assamese language and culture among the
tea tribe people.
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them to adopt the language fluently. They teach and help the students
the concept of a language which grows the eagerness of learning the
Assamese language among the students.

Operas are another factor in adopting the Assamese language.
Some of the tea tribe people have a tendency of enjoying the
Assamese theatre, TV programmes, Vauna, skit, drama, film and so
on,Some Assamese singers love to compose in tea language showing
the love and affection towards the language. Hence, in the study, it is
observed that the singer who creates the songs will get more listener
to his other songs that are composed in Assamese. Thus the people
of tea tribe community also reciprocate their feelings of love and
affection in Assamese music of those singers. Gradually through this
process, the comprehension skill of the Assamese language grows.
Some examples of such songs are like ‘Chalgori’ by
KrishnamoniChutia, ‘Mini tuijhakass’  by KussumKoilash and
‘Jhumoor’ on MTv by Papon. These songs are counted at the high
level of theatre production able to accumulate a strong listeners and
popularity. The community has grown interest of those singers in
listening these singers’ other composition also, as they show their
interest in the tea tribe community language. It may be for two reasons;
1st, they are able to know about the singer and 2nd, the love for the
language that the singers shows also.

On the other hand, though they are active in Assamese theatre
and programmes, they also enjoy their own culture.

Another observation is that the tea tribe community love to enjoy
some Assamese cultural rituals but not all. They do some rituals in
Bihu time like to give new cloths to elders and children, the egg fight,
wash their cows in ‘Goru Bihu’. But the reasons for not taking all the
rituals are the tea tribe community is in an outskirt place which
maintains a distance from the mainstream areas. This community is
surrounded by the tea gardens as far eyes catch. To celebrate rituals
and culture they should be familiar to all and to be familiar, they must
have regular eye witness.
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There are some other words in both the languages that are totally
same. Some words are given below:

Table 2

Assamese Word Sadri word Meaning

Dukan Dukan Shop
Gaon Gaon Village
Pahar Pahar Hill
Nanad Nanad Sister-in-law

Another phenomenon is involved here is that the members of the
tea tribe family have to learn three languages like their own language
such as Mundari, Oriya, Santhali etc. and the Sadri communicating
language and the Assamese language to contact with the mainstream
areas. The fact is that the relation between their own language and
the Sadri language is less and the Assamese and the Sadri language
is more. The respondents like KartickBenaite and Rakesh Mallick
said that they know only a little of their own language and generally
they know the Sadri and the Assamese. This context provides learning
environment to the tea tribe members. They become more
comfortable in using the Sadrti and Assamese language than their
own identical language. The tea tribe people are very comfortable in
their Assamese language learning environment. The students or the
later generation have been taught the written and the spoken form of
Assamese language in their schools. It is the formal education that
has been provided. and the students learning environment has an
impact on their motivation of acquisition of the Assamese language.
So they are more fluent in speaking the target language.

The personal experience and the field interview hve given an
opportunity to talk with a garden official and the teacher of the garden
primary school. In that school, all the teachers are Assamese and
they provide the basic features of Assamese language which helps
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1. Designation :

A labour’s designation creates impact on adopting the Assamese
language and culture. It is seen that from the respondents’ families,
comparatively the people who are in a higher position like driver,
electrician, supervisors in the tea garden, are more fluent in speaking
Assamese language than the pluckers, which is the lowest level of
designation in a tea garden. In the case of drivers, they mostly drive
the cars of the garden officials who are mostly Assamese people.
So, with the company of an Assamese speaking people, a driver can
learn or adopt Assamese language easily. Drivers who drive the tea
vans to outside get chances to communicate with the outsider people.
It also helps them to learn or to practice Assamese language. As like
the drivers, the electricians also get the chances to communicate with
the officials while solving a problem of electricity in the garden. The
supervisors of the labours, who are mostly supervising the plucking,
cutting, hoeing, have to give audit too the officials. For this, they
have to communicate with Assamese which helps them to learn
Assamese language.

2. Education :

From the collected data, it clearly shows that the people who
are more educated are more fluent in Assamese language than the
less educated labourers. It is because the garden schools are in
Assamese medium and on those, the people can learn Assamese
also in the written form. The garden schools are run by Assam
government and the teachers are mostly Assamese speaking which
helps the students to learn Assamese fluently. Among the respondents,
it is noticed that the children of a family are more fluent in Assamese
than the elders. They can also write Assamese in eloquence. The
books they read in schools are in Assamese language which is also
helpful for the students to learn Assamese. Also who go for study
outside the gardens like Higher Secondary schools of the towns, the
colleges etc., they are more fluent in Assamese. It is because in those
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take or adopt Assamese language and culture. From the field study,
these factors are analysed–

1. Gender :

From the field data, one thing is noticed that women are not
fluent in Assamese as compared to men. It is because that the women
rarely go outside of the garden for daily labouersr for which they do
not get the chances to communicate with the local people. Also they
have less interaction with the garden officials.only those women get
chances to communicate with the officials who go for daily labour in
the houses of the officials. It is seen that the rate of education is
lower among the women than the men. Many girls left schools and
get married in a very young age. The parents have also a tendency to
organise the marriage of their daughters very early. Mostly the women
are busy in household works and do not go outside of the garden.

 2. Low literacy rate :

One factor for not taking or adopting Assamese language and
culture is the lower rate of education among the tea tribes. Most of
the labourers are not educated or less educated as primary school
passed. There is only one primary school on Borbam tea estate.
One teacher of that school said that many parents are not willing to
send their children to school. Also after the primary, they involve
their children in garden works instead of sending for higher studies.
In the report of District Primary Education Project (DPEP), it is
found that among the 100 children take admission in schools, only
25 students can able to go for class 5. It is also said that they have to
learn three languages; their own language (Oriya, Santhali etc.) Sadri
and the Assamese.For this, it is tough for them to learn three
languages. It is also a cause of letting schools for the children.

3.  Isolation :

From the geographical position, the tea estates are in outskirt
areas. The Borbam Tea Estate is also the same. For this isolation,
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males than the females. Also women are mostly busy with household
works and bound within four walls of house.

5. The Assamese Dominance :

As like the Borbam tea Estate, most of the tea estates are
surrounded with Assamese villages. In Assam, Assamese language
is the dominative language in the region. For this, an Assamese
domination is there in tea-tribe inhabited areas. This leads the tea
tribe people to learn Assamese. The domination comes as the medium
of formal education, the language use by garden officials, the
dominating culture etc. Also the cultural functions and programmes
are celebrated in Assamese and it is also an example of domination.
This also helps the people to learn Assamese language and culture.

6. Similarity between Sadri and Assamese :

The common language among the tea tribes is Sadri or Sandani
language. It is a mix of Assamese, Bengali, Hindi etc. languages and
there are many similarities between the Assamese and the Sadri
language. There are many words which is totally same in both
languages. Such words are like for example: ‘Dukan’ which means
shop is same in both languages. Also ‘Gaon’ which means village is
also same. Also there are some words which are a little bit similar.
Like ‘tuk’ in Assamese which means ‘you’ in Assamese become
‘toke’ in Sadri. Also ‘muk’ which means ‘me’ in Assamese becomes
‘moke’ in Sadri. So such types of similarities help the tea tribe people
to adopt Assamese language. A language which is totally different
from your own language is tough for adoption. For example, the
Chinese language is tough for us because it is totally different from
Hindi or Assamese, but the similarities between Sadri and Assamese
helps the tea tribe to learn or to adopt Assamese language easily.

So these are the factors which help the tea tribe people in adopting
Assamese language and culture. Now, there are some other factors
and circumstances for which some tea tribe people aren’t able to
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institutions, they meet many mainstream Assamese people as friends
and teachers which help them to learn the Assamese language. It
also happens with the electricians. They took the ITI degree from
higher institutions and it also helps them to learn Assamese language.
Also their original language like Mundari, Santhali and have no written
form and the common language ‘Sadri’ has also the same. So a written
from of Assamese language earns more priority.

3. Social Status :

The social status of a tea tribe people also makes impact on
adoption or learning Assamese language. Many people engaged with
some social organisations like students’ union, tea tribe union etc.
Some of the respondents are activists and ex-activists, some are
officials of some organisations like Assam Tea Tribe Students’ Union
etc. It is noticed that these people are more fluent in speaking
Assamese language and taking Assamese culture. It is because they
frequently attend meetings of those organisations and some other
organisations where they use Assamese language. Also they talk on
their demands to the officials and the government in Assamese. There
are also many tea tribe scholars whose writings are in Assamese
language.

4. Outside work :

Many labours go to outside for daily labour. They work in
neighbouring villages and towns. In the field study, it is noticed that
the labourers who go outside the garden for work are more fluent in
adopting or speaking Assamese language and culture than the
labourers who only work inside the garden. It is analysed that the
labourers who go outside the garden frequently communicate with
the mainstream people and for this reason, the Assamese speaking
become more fluent and they come to know about the Assamese
rituals and culture. Also it is analysed that mostly male members go
outside for work, so the fluency in Assamese is higher among the
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some people have not been connected with the mainstream Assamese
people. For that, they can’t get the chance to learn Assamese
language properly and to know about Assamese rituals, though they
are living in Assam for many years. It is also a big cause for not
adopting Assamese language and culture.

From the above factors, we came to know about the adoption
of Assamese language and culture among the tea tribes.

Conclusion :

In Assam, the ethnic tea tribe community has written their history
from mid nineteenth century. From the first dates, they have been
recruited as labourers in the tea garden areas. The community is
scattered in various parts of Assam including Jorhat, Sivasagar,
Dibrugarh, Tinsukia, Kokrajhar, Udalguri, Sonitpur, Nagaon,
Golaghat. In Assam the community keeps in touch with the majority
group of people where the Assamese language is used as a means of
communication. The tea tribe community has their own language and
literature but commonly they use Sardi language among themselves
which has much more similarities with the Assamese language. The
common Sadri language shares same word structure pattern that is
SOV pattern. Though the tea tribe people use Sadri language among
themselves but outside their home, they use the Assamese language
as a lingua franca; the common language to exchange ideas, thought
and to interact with each other.

The sensitivity of tea tribe labourers became very important with
the democracy of India. The tea tribe community is an integral part
of Assamese society and they are taking an important part in making
the larger Assamese culture and nationalism. In conclusion it may be
said that the tea tribe community is highly deprived in many aspects.
For this, a gap is always there between the mainstream Assamese
people and them. Many people of this community engage with
mainstream Assamese, but some people are isolated. In the case of
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are less fluent in speaking Assamese people because they are within
a narrower place than the drivers, supervisors etc. On the other hand,
as establishing and providing formal education in schools located in
tea garden areas also helps to improve both speaking and written
skills of the Assamese language among the younger and the generation
of the tea community. In the eloquence of speaking and writing the
Assamese language, some credits also move towards opera theaters.
In counter of male members, the women are less fluent in dealing
with the Assamese language. It is because they communicate less
than the men. They hardly go outside the garden to deal their outer
business.

Apart from language, the Assamese culture conquers an effective
place among tea tribe people. The tea community loves to enjoy the
Assamese culture like ‘bihu’, ‘bhawna’ among them. The tea
community people enjoy watching the theatres, dramas, skits, singing
songs that are performed in the Assamese language. In this case, the
social media make a bridge between the two mentioned communities.
There is an ample evidence of ‘Namghar’; the prayer hall of the
Assamese culture in the tea tribe inhabitant areas. They celebrate the
soul culture of the Assamese people ‘bihu’ and sometimes ‘bhawna’
also. But they are the owner of their own culture and rituals. At the
same time they also preserve their own identity.

It is also seen that many tea tribe people do not know about their
original language like Oriya, Santhali etc. They mostly used to speak
Sadri and Assamese, because these two are the most used languages
in a garden. So it can be assumed that after some years, their own
language will be endangered among themselves. Also tea tribes have
their own collective culture, Only a few of them practice their
mainstream like Oriya, Mundari etc. The tea tribe’s culture like
‘Jhumoor’, ‘Tusu Puja’, ‘Karam Puja’ etc. are very popular among
themeselves. Thus, after analysing all the existing studies and collective
data,The prospects of adopting Assamese language among tea tribe
community is promising in near future.
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adoption of Assamese language and culture, many factors and
circumstances create impact on it. Those factors are like designation
of labourers in tea gardens, educational qualifications, status in society,
working place, gender, the Assamese dominance, isolation from
mainstream Assamese and similarities between Sadri and Assamese
language etc.

Tea tribe community’s life is stuck in tea garden. So, it is highly
essential to create a good relationship among owners, management
staff and labourers. For this, owners, managerial Staff and labour
union must come forward and through proper negotiation and solve
their problems. They can provide proper education, working facilities
outside tea gardens, create new job opportunities, and can also
remove the low mindsets. As primary education helps to build the
foundation of educational career of a child, so they must be provided
quality educations.

The tea tribe areas are surrounded by the Assamese people and
this group of people spread a tremendous impact on language and
culture of the tea tribe community. The Assamese community is
considered as majority and it leads a high status both economically
and socially. The upper posts in a garden like supervisor, leaders,
babus, directors and instructors of the garden are preserved and
reserved for the Assamese people where the posts like plucking,
cutting, hoeing, daily labours, sweepers are fulfilled from the tea
community people. The babus have the power to decide the routine
of labourers. If a person has minimum education qualification then
the person can become the supervisor of the garden. The newly
appointed supervisor has to send the audits of workers to their boss,
within this proces a strong relation has been established between the
Assamese and the tea tribe people. Hence, the people who
communicate with the Assamese people in a frequent way can perform
an expert skill in speaking Assamese language. Those people who
are just pluckers communicate with the community members only
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Abstract :

The Nepalis living in Assam (India) are mostly descendants of
those who migrated or were transferred from Nepal to work in various
sectors by the British. Now, Nepalis are basically working in
agricultural fields and rearing animals. They have assimilated with
greater Assamese society and also have maintained their identity as
well. The paper is about the study of women’s life and rituals related
to women’s life in Nepali pastoral society of Assam. In Assam,
whether Hindu, Muslim, Christians- they observe rituals related to
menstruations which are physical, social or psychological. In my
observation, the ritual related to menstruation in Nepali society has
significance according to their religion, caste and ethnicity. From the
field it reveals that these practices are related to the concept of purity
and pollution. The paper shows the Nepali women and especially
adolescent girls who are reluctant to talk about menstruation and
hygiene practices. The study is based on qualitative research and
used FGDs, in-depth interview to collect information. The study is
conducted in the rural area in order to find out the basic challenges
encountered by the Nepali adolescent girls during menstrual days.
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Menstruation is a natural process that occurs among girls between
the age of 11 and 14 years and is one of the indicators of onset of
puberty among them. Menstruation is a normal biological process
and a key sign of reproductive health, yet in many cultures it is treated
as negative and dirty or sin.

In Assamese culture and norms, on the onset of menarche, a girl
is kept in confinement in a room for seven days and made to survive
only on milk products, sprouts and fruits. Taboos include not viewing
men, not combing her hair, not to visit prayer place, not cutting nails
or reading books. Also married women are not allowed to sleep
with their husbands due to fear of the husband getting some incurable
ailment. In Assam there are rituals performed to declare the entry of
a girl into womanhood and this performance is known as Shanti Biya
or TuloniBiya. This performance is very vital to functioning of the
Assamese society (Das, 2015).

In Nepali society, adolescence girls and women as well face unfair
practices during menstruation as they are considered as impure and
dirty.

Universe of Study :

Assam is one of the eight states of northeast India. Northeast
India has to be differently understood and placed in the background
of its geo-political entity and historical context. Geographically,
northeast is at the extreme north-eastern part of India, and has
international boundaries with Bhutan, Tibet, China, Myanmar and
Bangladesh. The region is geographically isolated from the rest of
India because its only land link with the rest of the country is through
a narrow strip of land in the state of West Bengal. Therefore, northeast
is a geographically ‘recognizable entity’. For that matter, northeast is
unique making it altered from the mainland India in terms of its
topography, climate, different ethnic groups, unique caste structures,
races and the other groups- each having its own distinct culture and
customs.
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native people was that they are ‘lazy’, ‘opium addicted’ and ‘indolent’
and encouraged the surplus Nepali population to immigrate Assam.
The active policies pursued by the colonial government opened up
the valley to the Nepalis. The colonial government required a pliant
labour force for all and sundry work from clearing forests to lumbering
to domestic help, which was effectively provided by the ‘versatile
Nepali’. Apart from the recruitment of Nepali martial classes in police
and military, what seems to have attracted the Nepalis most to Assam
werethe vast expanse of greenery dense forests and hills, abundance
of wastelands which was full of lush green vegetation. This was,
indeed, an ideal scenario for cattle-breeding (Chetry: 2016). David
AlatuleinAssessing the Knowledge, Attitude and Practice of Menstrual
Hygiene Management Among Junior High Schools Adolescent
Females in the Yendi Municipality in the Northern Region of Ghana
discussed social norms and cultural practices surrounding
menstruation means that most adolescents receive incomplete or
inaccurate information on menstrual hygiene management (MHM).
Although a majority of adolescent girls had knowledge of menstruation,
less than a third had a positive attitude towards menstruation or
practised appropriate menstrual hygiene management. This has been
partly attributed to the negative socio-cultural norms and practices
that stigmatise menstruation, lack of MHM materials and WASH
facilities in schools, inadequate access to funds to purchase clean
pads, and ignorance of menstrual hygiene management.
PranjalSonowal and K. Talukdar, in Menstrual Hygiene Knowledge
and Practices amongst Adolescent Girls in Urban Slums of Dibrugarh
Town highlighted the needs of accurate and adequate information
about menstruation and its appropriate management among the
adolescent girls. It is also important to educate adolescent girls about
the issues related to their menstruation, so that they could safeguard
themselves against various infections and diseases of reproductive
tract. So that adolescent girls became ready for the important
physiological changes in their life.
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The paper shows how poor menstrual hygiene can lead to school
absenteeism.

Key Words :

Menstruation, Hygiene, Nepali society, Purity and Pollution

Introduction :

The colonial period has witnessed the greatest human movement
and settlement of people resulting in the transfer and distribution of
diverse population group in different parts of the world. The
commercialization and industrialization of the economy under the aegis
of the colonial state also served to stimulate the natural migratory
movement of the people. After the British occupation of Assam, under
the patronage of the colonial government large number of Nepalese
migrated to this region in search of life as Gopalakand Soldiers. The
British came to Assam with a lot of hope and aspiration, but they
could not reach their goal, as Assam was not a populous state. The
devastation and wholesale depopulation during the period of civil
wars and Burmeseinvasions left ‘vast tracts of waste land throughout
the province’. Every encouragement should be given to the immigrants
to came and settle in the province. In an industry less country, Assam
had no other option rather than to increase in land revenue. Lands
were leased out to the people in favourable terms. British government
had not missed any opportunity to maximize their revenue collection.
Accordingly grazing which was free from time immortal in Assam
was taxed. To attract the people and increase the revenue of the
region, Company introduced the Wasteland Rules on 6th March,
1838. According to the Rules, one-fourth of a land grant was to
remain revenue-free in perpetuity. The remaining portion of the grant,
too, was to remain revenue-free for initial five to twentyyears, the
period according to the nature of the waste land concerned
(Guha:2006). ‘Large scale’ Nepali migration into the Assam began
only with the colonial intervention. British official view toward the
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The present study was carried out in Amerigog, 10th mile,
Guwahati, Jorabat area (Kamrup District), Assam. Amerigog under
Kamrup district (Rural), India.

Methods :

The present study is mainly qualitative innature and the data
obtained by using interviewschedule.The study is based on qualitative
research and used FGDs, in-depth interview to collect information.
The present study was carried out in Amerigog 10th mile Guwahati,
Kamrup Rural, Assam. The study is done among the Nepali adolescent
girls (11-19 years) and 15 girls were interviewed as respondent.

Discussion :

Menstruation is a natural physiological process that requires
proper management. Unlike other normal bodily processes,
menstruation is linked with religious and cultural meanings that can
affect the perceptions of young girls as well as the ways in which the
adults in the communities around them respond to their
needs(Pathak:2019).From the field observation, the ritual related to
menstruation in Nepali society has significance according to their
religion, caste and ethnicity. From the field it reveals that these
practices are related to the concept of purity and pollution. It is
observed that these practice has been practiced, believed and
followed by generation to generation. There are taboos on
menstruation that the adolescence girls or women have to follow.

Menstrual Practices and Hygiene :

Restrictions during Menstruation :

During menstruation, different types of restrictions are seen in
the area.Adolescent Girls practiced different restrictions during
menstruation. Likewise, among them girls does not attend any religious
occasion and marriage ceremony, does not play, doesnot do any
household chores, girls sleep separately in fact they are not allowed
sleep in their bed sometimes, they sleep on the floor,  girls does not
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girls to avoid school. Many respondents used to remain absent in
school for 5-6 days due to poor hygiene in the school.

Conclusion :

The study reveals that–
• Menstruation is linked to so many taboos, belief system,

restrictions on girls and women as well.
• The study finds age-old misconceptions, traditional beliefs and

restrictions imposed during menstruation. Practicing cultural
restrictions, avoiding certain foods, not attending religious and cultural
ceremonies and refraining from touching people is very common
among them.

• The study shows that most adolescents have inaccurate
knowledge and misconceptions about menstruation. Those that have
knowledge tend to practice wrong menstrual hygiene due to
inadequate sanitary materials.

• Menstruation hygiene also not properly maintained by the
community due to ignorance, unsafe and unhygienic practices,
superstition regarding menstruation and illiterate mothers or lack of
proper healtheducation.

• The study also finds lack of (Menstrual Hygiene
Management)MHM materials and WASH facilities in schools,
inadequate access to funds to purchase clean pads or using traditional
menstrual absorbent leads to poor attendance in the school.

So it proved that poor menstruation hygiene and management is
still prevailing in rural India. The study shown that women have such
poor level of knowledge on hygiene, management on menstruation,
they think that the restrictions related to menstruation is as normal
and accept it the way it is.
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not attend school. Again, there are many more restrictions like entering
to kitchen, prohibition of eating certain food, visiting places of worship,
touching trees and plants also.It is seen that girls usually sleep
separately and sit separately from household members during
menstruation.Adolescents girlreceives these instructions of do’s and
don notfrom her mother and elder sister.  According to the community,
women or girls should not do certain activities during menstruation
otherwise she will get cured from the God.

Type of Menstrual Absorbent used :

From the field observation, it is seen that, the majority of the girls
uses cloths rather than sanitary pads as menstrual absorbent.Maximum
respondents use piece of cloths to soak up the menstrual blood.
Some are using home made pad made of Husk and some uses Sack
to soak the menstrual blood. However the practices they have
adopted is unsafe and unhygienic. From the field it is seen that girls
usually wash the cloths with detergent and soap. They dry the cloths
inside the home in dark place. They never dry used cloths in the sun
and kept in some secret place till the next menstrual period.  In the
study, it is found that among them privacy maintained was not so
important.Morethan half of the respondents sufferfromphysical
discomfort or pain,itching in the private parts.

School Absenteeism :

The study shows how poor menstruation hygiene leads to school
absenteeism. It is seen that in that area in most of school do not have
hygienic toilets for girls, hygiene and disposal facilities in school
toiletsand running water facility.This is the reason; the adolescent
girls prefer to stay at home.The study found that girls remain absent
from school during her menstrual periods. Absenteeism is school
during menstruation has been reported because of financial problem
that they cannot buy sanitary pads and also the area as such
commercially also it is not available. Again, use of cloths as absorbents
and need to change in number of time during the school time makes
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Abstract :

Women's empowerment has been recognized as a critical driver
for socio-economic development and gender equality worldwide. In
recent years, Information and Communication Technology (ICT) has
emerged as a powerful tool to foster women's empowerment. This
research paper explores the multifaceted role of ICT education in
enhancing women's empowerment. It investigates the potential of
ICT education in increasing women's access to education,
employment opportunities, health services, and participation in
decision-making processes. Additionally, the paper discusses
challenges and strategies for effectively implementing ICT education
programs to empower women. The findings highlight the significance
of integrating ICT education initiatives in promoting gender equality
and sustainable development.

1. Introduction :

God could not be everywhere, and therefore he made mother-
Rudyard Kipling (English novelist, writer, poet, and journalist). In
the world’s total population, women are an important part of human
society. They play a crucial role in helping men to develop nations.
The women must be empowered to choose their own destiny, jobs,
vote, and do anything a man can do. In the 21st century, ICT
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women to connect and network with like-minded individuals, activists,
and decision- makers. These connections can lead to collaboration
and exchange of ideas, helping women become more engaged in the
decision-making process.

Amplifying Women's Voices :

Through ICT platforms, women can express their opinions, share
their experiences, and advocate for their rights and interests. Social
media, in particular, provides a space where women can amplify
their voices and reach a broader audience.

 Online Education and Skill Development :

ICT education can provide women with valuable skills, such as
digital literacy, data analysis, and online communication, which are
essential for effective participation in decision-making processes.

Remote Participation :

ICT enables remote participation in meetings, conferences, and
forums, breaking down geographical barriers that might prevent
women from being physically present in decision-making spaces.
This remote participation ensures that their voices are still heard and
considered.

Promoting Inclusivity :

ICT education can help create inclusive decision-making spaces
by encouraging diverse participation. When women are equipped
with ICT skills, they can actively contribute to discussions and debates
on various issues.

Online Advocacy and Mobilization :

Women can use ICT tools to organize and mobilize for social
and political causes. Online campaigns and petitions can rally support
around specific issues, leading to more inclusive decision-making.

Data Collection and Analysis :

ICT education can empower women to gather, analyze, and
present data related to their concerns and issues. This data-driven
approach can strengthen their arguments and influence decision-
makers.

 (UDDIPTA-2)



2.1Empowering Women through ICT-Enabled Employment

Opportunities :

ICT skills are increasingly in demand in today's job market.
Through ICT education, women can acquire relevant technical skills
that enable them to pursue various career paths, including
entrepreneurship and remote work opportunities. This section
explores the role of ICT education in enhancing women's
employability and reducing gender-based occupational segregation.

2.2 ICT Education and Women's Health :

Access to health information and services is crucial for women's
well-being. ICT-enabled health platforms, such as telemedicine and
health-related mobile applications, can empower women by providing
them with accurate and timely health information. This section analyzes
how ICT education can improve women's health awareness and
access to healthcare services.

2.3Empowering Women through ICT in Decision-making

Processes :

Participation in decision-making processes is essential for women
to influence policies and programs that impact their lives. ICT tools,
such as social media and online forums, can provide women with a
platform to voice their opinions and engage in public discourse. This
section discusses the role of ICT education in fostering women's active
participation in decision-making processes at various levels of society.

Access to Information :

ICT education can help women access a vast amount of
information on social, economic, and political issues. By having access
to the internet and digital resources, women can stay informed about
current events, policies, and opportunities for engagement in decision-
making processes.

Enhancing Communication and Networking :

ICT tools such as email, social media, and online forums enable
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education is a powerful tool for women's empowerment in a
developing country like India. It is a fact that a society cannot exist
unless women, who constitute almost half of the total population, are
given equal opportunities.

Information technology has become a powerful tool for
transferring social, economic, and political life globally. ICT can be
an important catalyst for political, social, and other types of
empowerment of women and the promotion of gender equality. The
gender gap in the digital age is an increasing concern. If the use of
technology is directly linked to social and economic development,
then it is imperative that women in developing countries understand
the significance of this technology and use it. Without full participation
in the use of information technology, women are left without the key
to participation in the global world of the 21st century. The Indian
constitution not only grants equality to women, but also empowers
the state to adopt measures of positive discrimination in favor of
womenWomen's empowerment remains a global priority as it is
essential for achieving sustainable development and reducing gender
disparities. Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
education offers unique opportunities to address the gender divide
and promote women's participation in various spheres of life. This
research paper aims to explore the ways in which ICT education
plays a pivotal role in empowering women and enhancing their socio-
economic status.

2. ICT Education and Access to Education for Women :

ICT education has the potential to bridge the educational gender
gap by increasing women's access to learning resources and
educational opportunities. E-learning platforms and digital tools
provide flexible learning options, especially for women residing in
remote or disadvantaged areas. This section examines how ICT
education can promote lifelong learning, skill development, and
capacity building for women.
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Government Transparency and Accountability :

ICT tools can promote transparency in government processes,
making information more accessible to the public, including women.
Increased transparency helps hold decision-makers accountable for
their actions and decisions.

Career Advancement :

ICT education can also open up opportunities for women in
technology- related fields, empowering them economically and
socially. Women in technology roles can influence and contribute to
decision-making processes within the tech industry and beyond.

3. Challenges and Barriers :

Despite the potential benefits of ICT education for women's
empowerment, there are challenges and barriers that need to be
addressed. This section examines the digital gender divide, access
to technology, cultural barriers, and gender stereotypes that hinder
women's participation in ICT education initiatives.

Strategies for Effective Implementation :

To maximize the impact of ICT education on women's
empowerment, effective strategies need to be developed and
implemented. This section presents best practices and policy
recommendations to promote gender-responsive ICT education
programs.

Gender Stereotypes :

Societal stereotypes often discourage girls and women from
pursuing ICT education, perpetuating the belief that technology-
related fields are more suitable for men.

Lack of Role Models :

The underrepresentation of women in leadership positions and
prominent roles within the ICT industry can limit female students'
visibility of successful women in the field, leading to a lack of role
models and inspiration.
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Moreover, ICT education creates a platform for women to voice
their opinions, engage in decision- making processes, and contribute
to policymaking at local, national, and global levels. Through social
media and online platforms, women can share their stories, advocate
for their rights, and build supportive networks that span geographical
boundaries. Furthermore, ICT education plays a crucial role in
addressing gender disparities in education itself. By providing e-
learning opportunities and access to digital resources, it becomes
easier for women in remote or marginalized communities to pursue
education and acquire knowledge that was previously out of reach.
The empowerment of women through ICT education also contributes
to a more inclusive and innovative society. Diverse perspectives and
talents lead to more creative solutions to complex problems and foster
a stronger sense of community. However, it is essential to recognize
that women's empowerment through ICT education requires a
multifaceted approach. Governments, policymakers, NGOs, and the
private sector must collaborate to remove barriers such as gender
stereotypes, digital illiteracy, and unequal access to technology.

In conclusion, ICT education serves as a powerful catalyst for
women's empowerment, enabling them to lead more fulfilling lives,
pursue meaningful careers, and actively contribute to society. By
investing in and prioritizing ICT education for women, we pave the
way for a more equitable and progressive future where all individuals
have the opportunity to thrive and realize their full potential, regardless
of gender.
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at large. Strategies to overcome these barriers may include:
• Creating awareness and campaigns to challenge stereotypes

and unconscious bias.
• Encouraging and supporting more female role models and

mentors in ICT.
• Ensuring equitable access to resources and opportunities in

ICT education.
• Implementing inclusive policies and practices to foster a

supportive and diverse learning environment.
• Offering scholarships and programs specifically targeted at

encouraging women to pursue ICT education.
• Providing support for work-life balance to help women

overcome family and cultural pressures.
• Developing policies to promote pay equity and equal career

advancement opportunities.
• By addressing these challenges and creating an inclusive

environment, we can help empower women to pursue and excel in
ICT education and careers, thus fostering diversity and innovation
within the industry.

4. Conclusion :

In conclusion, the role of ICT education in women's empowerment
is undeniably transformative and pivotal in fostering positive social
change and gender equality. As the world progresses into an
increasingly digital age, providing women with equal access to ICT
education and opportunities is essential in breaking down barriers and
empowering them to participate actively in various sectors of society.

ICT education equips women with valuable skills and knowledge,
enabling them to navigate the digital landscape, embrace emerging
technologies, and excel in traditionally male-dominated fields. This
newfound expertise not only empowers women economically by
broadening their career prospects but also enhances their overall
well-being, self-esteem, and confidence.

(UDDIPTA-2)

Unconscious Bias :

Unconscious biases can affect the treatment of women in ICT
education, leading to subtle discrimination and lower expectations
from educators and peers.

 Access to Resources :

In some regions, women may have limited access to resources
such as computers, internet connectivity, and educational materials,
which hinders their ability to learn and engage with ICT.

Male-Dominated Environment :

The ICT industry is still largely male-dominated, which can create
an uncomfortable and unwelcoming atmosphere for women, leading
to reduced participation and retention.

Stereotype Threat :

The fear of confirming negative stereotypes about women's
abilities in technology can impact female students' self-confidence
and performance in ICT education.

Lack of Supportive Networks :

Women may face challenges in finding supportive networks and
mentorship opportunities in the ICT field, which are essential for
career growth and development.

Family and Cultural Pressures :

In some cultures, there may be societal expectations for women
to prioritize family responsibilities over pursuing careers in technology,
limiting their opportunities.

Pay Gap and Career Advancement :

Women in ICT often face a gender pay gap and encounter
obstacles in advancing to higher-level positions within their careers.

Hostile Online Environment :

Cyber bullying, harassment, and sexism in online forums and tech
communities can deter women from participating and engaging in
ICT-related discussions.

Addressing these challenges requires a concerted effort from
governments, educational institutions, industry leaders, and society
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Introduction :

India is a land of large number of indigenous group of people.
The tribal societies are found throughout the country. The tribal are
backward as compared to non-tribal people. In the tribal societies ,
the system of education is not in a welldeveloped state. Ignorance,
illiteracy, superstitions and poverty are major problems of tribal so-
cieties in India. The problem of health and nutrition is a very com-
mon among the tribals due to lack of proper medical and sanitary
facilities and poverty. Education is one of the primary factor of trans-
mission of culture, accumulated knowledge towards their develop-
ment.

According to census (2001) the scheduled tribes form 8.20% of
the total population, where as they were 8.08% as per the 1991
census.

G.S Ghurye (1963) writes in his book about scheduled tribes:
"the scheduled tribes  are neither called the ‘Aborigines’ nor the
‘Adivasi’ nor are they treated together with the scheduled caste and
further envisaged as one group of backward class".

In modern literature the scheduled tribes are sometimes referred
to as untouchables.

In TamilNadu they are referred as Adi Dravida and in other state
mostly referred as scheduled class.
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Negative Parental Attitude :

As the literacy rate of the tribe is below from the general popu-
lation. Parents of tribal children not well educated and are educa-
tionally backward. In their community there is no encouragement to
the pupil to pursue the study and they don’t want to send their girl
child in a coeducational institute Jayawal et. al. (2003) examined the
role or parental support on academic achievement of tribal students
and found that the parent of higher exerted significantly more sup-
port to their children.

Basic Amenities in School :

In tribal areas most of schools don’t provide basic amenities
such as toilets, drinking water, electricity and adequate classroom
for proper teaching. Vijayalaxmi (2003) conducted the study on iden-
tifying the problem of tribal students in secondary school.

The finding of the study reveals that the residential schools are
very poor in infrastructural facilities, poor non meal programme.

Indebtedness :

Banking facilities are also not adequate in tribal areas so they
have to depend on money Landers. They possess small and uneco-
nomical land holding because of which their crop yield is less and
hence they remain chronically indebted of these moneylenders.

Unemployment :

The tribes are basically hill and forest dwellers. There are no
industries and no opportunities of jobs so the tribes unemployed.
They use secondary source of income such as husbandry, poultry,
farming, handloom, weaving and the handicraft work for their liveli-
hood.

Lack of Trained Teachers :

Due to shortage teachers, tribal schools are unable to attract
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• Koal in Madhya Pradesh
• Mundas tribe is found in Bihar, Orrisha, west Bengal.
• Santhal in Bengal, purnia (Bihar), Orissa
• Todas in nilgiri (tamilnadu)
• Warlis in Maharashtra

Major Issues And Problems :

As tribes are deprived and oppressed communities in India. They
live in isolation and backward therefore they have to face many prob-
lems and issue in their life. Some problems discussed under the fol-
lowing heads:

Illiteracy :

Illiteracy rate among tribal is very low while in 1961 it was
18.53%. In 1991 it increased to 29.60. If we compare it to general
literacy rate (52.21%). It’s very low. Mizoram is 82.71% in Nagaland,
Sikkim and Kerala. It is between 575 and 61%.

Educational Problems :

Education plays an important role for all round development of a
person. Economic development of a nation always depends on edu-
cation. If people are illiterate the concerned authorities can’t imple-
ment strict economic policies and programmes. The rate of literacy
Tribal education and quality of life: issues & challenges among the
scheduled tribes has been very low. According to census 2001 it’s
found far below the overall literacy of the country. For a tribal family
to send its grownup child to school is essentially a matter of eco-
nomics “many parents can’t just afford to send their children to school
(elwin, 1963, 1984). Lack of education is a stumbling below to the
tribals in attaining a higher standard of life. The problems that’s why
the literacy rate and school enrolment of tribal child is below aver-
age.
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According to 2011 census “scheduled tribes comprise about
16.6% and 8.6% respectively of India’s population.

According to oxford dictionary “A social division in a traditional
society consisting of families or communities linked by social, eco-
nomic, religious or blood ties with a common culture and dialect
typically having a recognized leader.

Objectives:

The objectives of this paper are as follows:
• To discuss major issues and problems faced by tribal societies

in India.
• To focus on the laws made by the government for the upliftment

of the tribal
societies in India.
• To examine the major challenges to solve the educational prob-

lems.

Methodology:

For this paper, data are collected from secondary sources : books,
websites etc.

Analysis :

Types of tribes

Lakshadweep, Mizoram, Nagaland, Madhya Pradesh and Bihar
having maximum number of tribal communities. Punjab, Delhi,
Chandigarh, Pondicherry, Haryana, Jammu and Kashmir are those
states where there is no ST. some important tribal groups are:

• Abors found in Arunachal Pradesh
• Baiga & Bhil in Madhya Pradesh
• Bhil also found in Rajasthan, some in Gujarat and Maharashtra
• Bhot in Himanchal Pradesh
• Khasis in Assam and Meghalaya
• Kuki in Manipur
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students and create interest of tribal students in study. Without proper
training, they will not get enough knowledge, which teaching method
be opted to teach particular group of students.

According to Desai & Patel (1981) in relation to effectiveness of
various interventions for improving tribal education studied that only
18 out of 22 residential schools have 100% teacher’s strengths. And
in some cases, the educational qualification of the teacher was be-
low 10th class, which also adversely affects the student’s achieve-
ment.

Lack of Transport Facilities :

Most of tribal areas are hilly. The road facilities are inadequate
so the child faces transport problems to reach school. They have to
walk a longer distance which creates irregularity in school.

Housing problem :

House is the basic need for every human being which protects
him from seasonal effect and other dangers. The tribes face a lot of
problems related to their house such as they live in one room and
two room huts, don’t have houses made from bricks from leaf and
roots and branches of trees, can’t protect them from seasonal tem-
perature and They live with their cattle/ farm animals so it’s difficult
to them to maintain cleanliness and healthy environment.

Socio-Economic Problem :

The conditions of tribal communities in most of the countries in-
cluding India are very distressful. People of schedule tribe don’t have
a proper source of income. They are unable to fulfill their basic needs
like food, proper clothes and enough shelter. The condition of these
tribes is poor so they can’t afford a good school for their children
and they complied to send them to work as child labour so they
could earn some money for their livelihood.

(UDDIPTA-2) (UDDIPTA-2)

In 9th plan special provision including pre and post metric schol-
arship and hostel facilities are initiated exclusively for tribal.

Free Uniforms : There is a scheme of providing two sets of
free uniform to the children belonging to sc in elementary schools.

Stipends : The SC children are entitled to stipends at varying
scales at different stage of education.

Major Challenges To Solve The Educational Problem :

Lack of Family Support :

Sometime parents don’t support their child to continue their edu-
cation. Especially in case of girl child.

Child Marriage  :

Child marriage is a big problem. After marriage a girl have a
responsibility of household work. There in laws don’t allow her to
continue her studies so the girls dropped out.

Fear of Expenditure :

Parents often noted that the schemes given by government to
promote education did  not provide enough cover in real, hidden
costs and extra money was needed to cover the excess.

Narrow Mentality :

The parents of a girl child have an old mentality regarding educa-
tion of a girl child. They think there is no need to educate a girl. She
should do household work that’s enough for her so the parents don’t
take initiative to send the girl child in school.

Lack of interest in school :

Parents of tribes child is not enough educated. They don’t know
the value of education so they unable to create interest of their child
toward education.
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shall promote the weaker section of the people particularly STs and
SCs and shall protect them from social injustice and all other kind of
exploitation.

Article 154(4) says the states will make any special provision for
progress of any socially and educationally backward class of citizen
like STs and SCs.

Article 29 (1) provides dissimilar language, script and culture. it
has more importance for ST.

Under article 17 untouchability is totally abolished and it’s a pun-
ishable offence if anyone does it in any form.

Articles 350 (A) state that it shall be endeavour of every state
and every local authority with in the state to provide adequate facili-
ties for instruction in mother tongue at the primary stage of education
to the children belong to the minority group.

In national policy of education, 1986, it has been recognized
education as an area in which tribal are undoubtedly far behind the
rest of the population. For the spread of education following schemes
are implemented in the tribal areas–

• Book bank in primary school.
• Development of higher secondary education.
• Adult education programme.
• Special facilities to the students 1st to 5th .
• Attendance allowance to girls.
• Opening and development of non-government secondary

schools.
• Quality improvement of English teaching on tribal areas.
• The national education policy stresses the universalizing of edu-

cation under the goal, "education for all".
• In recent decade a number of incentives are provided such as–
Sarva Siksha Abhiyaan : In 2003 providing elementary edu-

cation to all children in the age group of 6-12 by the year 2010.
Mid-day meal scheme 2001: which gives a mid-day meal to

school going children, that dramatically increase the enrollment role.

Drinking water problem :

Scheduled tribes don’t have the regular drinking water supply.
They are inhabited of using the water which is collected in small
ditches. this proves hazardous to their health.

Nutritional problem :

This problem also faced by the tribal due to lack of balanced
diet, tribal suffer from various vitamins deficiency disease for ex-
ample night blindness.

Exploitation :

Non tribal merchants, big farmer and money landers do exploit
the tribal. Indebtedness is almost universal, recurring and almost in-
evitable. Exploitation of the debtors by the creditors, though arising
in the context of economic transaction is nevertheless a typical ex-
ample of a social problem. Indebtedness becomes permanent con-
ditions for scheduled caste and scheduled tribes as in even passed
on from father and son.

Communication problem :

The teacher in classroom communicates in official/ regional lan-
guage which is not understood by the tribe’s child. They only under-
stand their mother tongue. They think that the teacher is speaking
any foreign language. Gautham, V. 2003 focused his study on edu-
cation of tribal children and revealed that in India the appointment of
non-tribal teachers in tribal school. The teacher couldn’t understand
the language of the children and in reverse the students are also un-
able to get the teacher.

Government Laws for Upliftment :

Tribes are very backward in education and all fields. It’s a spe-
cial responsibility of the state and central government to promote
scheduled tribes. In Indian constitution according to article 46” state
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Economic burden and unemployment :

In tribal areas source of income is farming, poultry, handloom
and weaving so parents involve their children in their work to reduce
economic burden and don’t send them to school.

Punishment and harassment by the teacher :

Often teacher scold, insult and physically punish poorly perform-
ing child, so the child leaves the school from fear of teachers. Par-
ents dropped out their girl child from the fear of boys teasing.

Corruption :

The government provides a number of schemes to SC, ST com-
munities like scholarship, free uniform, free books, bags stationary,
bicycles etc. but because of corruption these facilities not reached to
the concerned tribal communities.

Suggestions :

• In tribal area problem of transport prevail to overcome this
there should be residential schools.

• Proper monitoring should be done that all the schemes for tribes
implementing properly. is the teacher doing their jobs sincerely.

• Literacy campaign should be done in different tribal areas to
promote education of tribes.

• Relevant study material in local language should be used to
teach tribal students.

• In tribal areas schools should be appointed local area teacher
and female teacher also in school.

• Various scholarship and stipends should be given to attract
pupil toward school.

• A high-level official should check the functioning of school fre-
quently.

Conclusion :

The tribal people face problems related to their residence, eco-
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unique character and quality continue to captivate tea enthusiasts
worldwide.

Keywords :

Assam tea, tea industry, economic significance, history, challenges,
climate  job creation, sustainability, global market.

Introduction :

Assam tea, known for its bold and strong taste, takes its name
from the region of northeastern India where it is grown. This special
black tea is made from  Camellia sinensis var. assamica plant native
to Assam. Initially, attempts to grow the Chinese tea plant in Assamese
soil proved unsuccessful, but the original Assamese tea plant thrived.
The Assam region, which stretches along the Brahmaputra river and
borders  Bhutan, Bangladesh, Myanmar and China, is the  largest
tea-growing region in the world. Its climate is characterized by high
rainfall, especially during the monsoon season, when daily rainfall
can reach 10 to 12 inches. The daytime temperature rises to about
36 °C, which promotes intense humidity and heat. This unique tropical
climate is integral to the distinctive malty flavor of Assam tea. Although
Assam is known for its black teas, it also produces smaller quantities
of green and white teas, each with its own  characteristics. Historically,
Assam, along with southern China, was one of the world's most
important commercial tea-producing regions because of its indigenous
tea plants.  The introduction of Assam tea to Europe is a fascinating
story related to the Scottish adventurer Robert Bruce. In 1823, while
trading in the region, Bruce discovered the tea plant growing wild in
Assam. The local Assamese, especially the Singhpo, already made
tea from the leaves of this tree. Bruce collected botanical research
by sampling leaves and seeds with the help of Maniram Dewan and
localSingpho leader Bessa Gami. Robert Bruce's untimely death
prevented him from officially classifying the plant, but his brother
Charles Bruce took up the mantle in the early 1830s. He arranged
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Abstract :

The tea industry occupies an important place in Assam and plays
a very special role in the state economy in particular and in the national
economy in general. Assam has maintained its international reputation
and commands significant share in the world tea market.This book
chapter delves into the rich history, economic significance, and
multifaceted challenges of the Assam tea industry, renowned for its
bold and malty flavors. The chapter explores the origins of Assam
tea, its pivotal role in the economy of Assam, and its global recognition.
It highlights the contributions of this industry to job creation, foreign
exchange earnings, and social development in the region. Geographical
and climatic factors that favor tea cultivation in Assam are discussed,
along with the intricate process of growing and processing tea.

The chapter also scrutinizes the current issues facing the Assam
tea industry, including infrastructure constraints, competition, declining
prices, labor challenges, and the impact of climate change. It
emphasizes the need for sustainable solutions and diversification to
address these challenges and ensure the industry's growth and global
competitiveness. As the global demand for tea surges, Assam's tea
industry is poised to meet the needs of an expanding market, and its
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nomic, transport, less basic amenities, indebtedness, unemployment
and educational problem. Education is basic root to overcome all
these problems. But to achieve education they have to face a lot of
problems like lack of money, because of which they can’t enroll their
children in school. In tribal area’s school problem of communication
and untrained teachers are big barriers in education of tribes. If stu-
dents and teachers are unable to understand each other’s language
then teaching learning process stops tribe’s lives in hilly areas or in
forest there the face the problem related to transport to reach school.
To overcome these educational problems and for upliftment of tribes
government had made some schemes like book banks in pri-
mary schools, adult education programme, quality improve-
ment of English teaching in tribal areas, scholarship, free uniforms,
mid-day meal, Sarva Siksha Abhiyaan. Government made policies
and made serious effort to promote education in tribal areas rather
there are some major challenges prevailed to solve these educa-
tional problems.

Tribes are integral part of Indian population, who plays a signifi-
cant role to enrich the Indian culture .We can upgrade their quality of
life by motivating them and providing incentives toward educational
setup.

Reference/Websites:
https://www.yourarticlelibrary.com
https://www.publishing.cdlib.org
https://www.drishtiias.com
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for some leaves of the Assam tea bush to be sent to the  Calcutta
Botanic Gardens for in-depth study. There, the plant was finally
identified as a variety of the tea plant Camellia sinensis var. assamica,
which differs from the Chinese variety (Camellia sinensis var. sinensis).
It is worth notingthat historian Samuel Baidon played a crucial role in
documenting the indigenous  tea plant of Assam, providing  historical
evidence of this remarkable discovery in his 1877 work "Tea in
Assam". This further strengthened the importance of Assam in the
world of tea production. Importance of Tea Industry in Assam

The tea industry of Assam is of immense economic and cultural
importance. Assam is known for producing some of the best black
teas in the world, including Assam tea. This industry plays a key role
in the state's economy, providing direct employment to more than
two million people, mainly in tea plantations. In addition, it supports
countless indirect jobs in transportation, processing and marketing.
Assam's tea exports are an important source of foreign exchange
earnings for India.  The  historical roots of Assam's tea industry go
back to the British colonial era and have left a lasting legacy in the
state's culture. Tea plantations promoted the development of
infrastructure  and social services in the region. In addition, thematic
tourism is gaining more and more popularity, which strengthens the
local economy.

Objectives of the Study :

1. To provide a comprehensive analysis of the historical,
economic, and social aspects of the Assam tea industry, shedding
light on its significance in the global tea market and its role in the
economy of Assam.

2. To explore the challenges and opportunities faced by the Assam
tea industry, offering insights into issues such as infrastructure, labor,
climate change, and market competition, while emphasizing the need
for sustainability and quality improvement.

 (UDDIPTA-2)

The journey of Assam tea industry began with the discovery of
indigenous tea plants by Scottish explorer Robert Bruce. This was
the first documented encounter with  Camellia sinensis  in Assam.

 2. Introduction of Commercial Tea Cultivation (1830s) :

The British East India Company recognized the commercial
potential of Assam tea and began large-scale cultivation  in the region
in the 1830s.

3. Establishment of Assam Tea Company (1839) :

The establishment of  Assam Tea Company in 1839 was an
important milestone that marked  the official beginning of organized
tea production.

4.  Role of Assam in the Global Tea Market :

In the middle of the 19th century, Assam teas gained popularity
in the global market, enhancing the  reputation of Indian tea in the
world.

 5. Post-Independence Transition (1947) :

After India's independence, the management of tea estates was
transferred to Indian ownership, which changed the dynamics of the
industry.

 6. Formation of Tea Board of India (1954) :

The Tea Board of India was established in 1954 to regulate and
support the tea industry by providing a regulatory framework and
promoting research and development.

  7. Global Recognition (GI Label - 2013) : In 2013, Assam
tea received the Geographical Indication (GI), which recognized its
unique and exceptional qualities and increased its appeal in the
market. 8. Modernization and sustainable practices. The industry
has continuously evolved with modernization, sustainable practices
and efforts to address labor and environmental issues.

Role of British Colonialism in Assam Tea Industry :

British colonialism played a transformative role in shaping Assam's
tea industry, ushering in a period of remarkable development and
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discovery of wild tea plants  by  Scottish explorer Robert Bruce
sparked interest in tea cultivation. Systematic efforts to cultivate tea
on a commercial scale began in the 1830s. Driven by the demand
for tea, British farmers began clearing land and planting tea gardens.
This marked the beginning of large-scale tea cultivation and Assam
became the birthplace of commercial tea production in India.  The
success of Assam's tea industry led to considerable investment and
the British established many tea estates in the region. Although the
early development of the industry was formed before the colonial
era, the management of the tea estates was transferred to Indian
ownership after independence. Today, Assam continues to be a global
center of tea production, known for its strong, bold and malty black
tea, prized by tea connoisseurs around the world.

Historical Development of Tea Industry in Assam :

Assam's tea industry has a fascinating historical development that
began in the early 1800s. The British East India Company played a
key role in its creation. In 1823, representatives of the company,
including Robert Bruce, discovered native tea plants in the Assam
region, sparking interest in tea cultivation.  The real turning point
came when a local Singpho leader, Maniram Dewan, introduced the
indigenous tea plants of the region to the British, leading to organized
tea-growing activities. Commercial tea estates began to appear in
the 1830s,  marking the birth of large-scale tea production. The  Assam
Tea Company was established by the British in 1839, an important
milestone in the development of the industry. The industry expanded
rapidly during British colonial rule, fueled by growing global demand
for tea. After independence, management of tea estates was
transferred to Indian ownership when the Tea Board of India was
established in 1954 to regulate and support the industry.

Important Events and Milestones in  Assam Tea Industry:

1. Discovery of indigenous tea plants (1823) :
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Research Methodology :

This research work is descriptive in Nature. The study is mainly
based upon the secondary data collected from different sources such
as books , newspaper, journal articles, Government report, web
sources, Economic Survey of Assam and others.

Immense care has been taken in collecting the secondary data
for the fulfillment of the objectives

Purpose and scope of the book chapter :

The purpose of this book chapter is to provide a comprehensive
analysis of the economics of the tea industry in Assam, India. It aims
to provide readers, especially economic students and researchers,
with a deeper understanding of the historical, economic and social
aspects of this important industry. This chapter covers several
important dimensions, including the historical development of the  tea
industry in Assam, the geographical and climatic factors that make
the region favorable for tea cultivation, the complexity of the tea
production process and the economic impact of the industry on tea
cultivation. . Economy of Assam. The chapter  also discusses the
industry's workforce dynamics, government policies, challenges and
opportunities, emphasizing social and environmental sustainability
issues.  Through a well-researched and data-driven approach, this
chapter enables readers to understand the importance of Assam's
tea industry to the regional economy and to the global tea market. It
aims to provide a balanced overview of the contribution, challenges
and future prospects of the sector, emphasizing the importance of
sustainability and responsible economic growth.

History :

The  tea industry in Assam has a rich historical background dating
back to the early 19th century. The British East India Company
discovered the potential of the indigenous plant Camellia sinensis  in
the Assam region during the British colonial period. In 1823, the
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expansion. The colonial government's interest in Assam's tea potential
began with the discovery of indigenous tea plants by the Scottish
explorer Robert Bruce in 1823. The British East India Company
saw an opportunity for commercial cultivation, and from the 1830s
there was systematic work to establish tea estates. . . The British
introduced modern tea processing techniques, which laid the
foundation for Assam's tea industry.  To support this budding industry,
the British brought workers from different parts of India, including
natives and labour. This migration had lasting demographic and social
effects on Assam. In addition, the British invested in the development
of infrastructure, including railways and roads, to facilitate transport
from the region to world markets. Assam's tea industry grew under
British rule and Assam teas gained international recognition. These
teas were in high demand not only in Great Britain, but also in the
world market. The industry became a cornerstone of the colonial
economy and a symbol of British and Indian trade. The tea industry
in Assam is influenced by geographical and climatic factors

The geographical and climatic conditions of Assam are critical
factors influencing the success of the tea industry in the region. The
unique geography and climate of Assam in Northeast India creates
an ideal environment for growing tea. Assam tea is one of the many
types of tea most affected. Assam region  is  known for its tea
production. It experiences three flushes a year, the first of which
occurs from March to May to June. Then there is another blush that
lasts from May-June to about October and finally the winter color
that lasts from October to about December. The leaves of the Assam
tea bush are dark green and glossy and quite wide compared to  the
Chinese tea plant. The shrub produces delicate white flowers.

Assam tea is  known for its second flush, which occurs in May-
June. It stands out for its boldness and stiffness, as well as traditional
maltflavors and woody astringency. Prized for its rich flavor and lively
liquors,  it is considered one of the best teas in the world. However,
this year  Assam road experts have pointed out that the road lacks a
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world. The tea industry has contributed significantly to the economy
of Assam. About 17 percent of the workers in Assam are employed
in the tea industry. The Assam tea industry is the largest tea industry
in India and the second largest tea industry in the world after China.
There are about 2,500 small tea gardens and the total production of
tea in Assam in 2009 was one million kilograms, while the state
produced 487 million kilograms in 2008. Assam's tea production in
2015-16 is estimated at 652.95 million kilograms, an increase of
7.61 percent over 2014-15. The tea industry plays a key role in
Assam's economy and contributes significantly to its economic
growth, employment  and export earnings. . Assam's favorable climatic
conditions and rich soil make it one of the largest tea producing regions
in the world.

Job creation :

The job opportunities provided by the tea industry are important
for the  economic growth of the country. In particular, the tea sector
in Assam is responsible for providing direct and indirect employment
opportunities, especially in rural areas. A significant portion of the
state's workforce, approximately 17%, finds gainful employment in
this sector, from  tea cultivation to  its distribution and supply chain
participants. In addition, it forms an important source of livelihood
for tea garden workers and their families, ensuring a stable source of
income.

One of Assam's most significant industries in terms of its economy
is the tea industry. Compared to other sectors, the tea industry's
contribution to overall state income is particularly impressive.

Since a long time ago, tea gardens in Assam and beyond have
offered excellent employment possibilities and other benefits to
various groups of people.

Since a long time, tea gardens and business owners have offered
a significant number of employment chances to young unemployed
individuals from various communities. These employers come from
both the industry and non-industry sectors.
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characteristic taste and color of black tea. The degree of oxidation is
adjusted to achieve the desired properties of the tea.

4. Drying :

Drying is the final step that stops the oxidation  and stabilizes the
tea leaves.  . In Assam, hot air dryers or traditional methods such as
solar drying or pan burning can be used for drying, depending on the
type of tea and production volume.  Drying locks in the taste, aroma
and appearance of the tea, making it suitable for packaging and
consumption.  The  duration and conditions  of these stages can vary
according to the preferences of the tea maker and the type of tea
being prepared, be it orthodox Assamese black tea, CTC (crush,
tear, curl) tea or specialty teas. Each step in the process contributes
to the unique qualities and characteristics of Assamese teas.

Districts of Assam :

Assam is an Indian state in northeastern India. Bordering the
other Far Eastern states of Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Tripura, Mizoram and West Bengal, Assam also shares
borders with  Bhutan and Bangladesh. The Brahmaputra flows from
Tibet to Arunachal Pradesh and beyond through the breadth of Assam,
creating a very fertile valley. There are four main tea-growing regions
in Assam.

1. Upper Assam comprising the districts of Dibrugarh, Jorhat,
Sibsagar and Tinsukia.

 2. Barak Valley which includes Cachar.
 3. On the northern shore are the areas north of Brahmaputra

and
 4. South shore south.

Contribution of Tea Industry to the Economy of Assam :

Blessed with  high potential for resource development and industry
based on resource and demand, Assam produces more than 50% of
the tea produced in India and about 1/6th of the tea produced in the
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second flush. According to a tea taster at Assam's Tocklai Tea
Research Institute, "the second flush character that Assam tea is
known for is missing this time. There have been changes in the climate
in recent years, but this year has been severe . Global warming plays
a major role in the availability of food and the taste of certain crops
around the world. If climate change continues at its current rate,
some of the world's largest tea-growing regions will be  hardest hit
by extreme weather conditions, and the yield is expected to decline
sharply in the coming decades.

The Process of Growing Tea :

1. Devastating :

After harvesting, fresh tea leaves are spread out in a well-
ventilated place to wither. Thanks to the wilting, the leaves  lose
moisture, bend and prepare for further processing.   In Assam, wilting
often occurs on large trays or troughs where the leaves are exposed
to air and lose some of their moisture. Withering time can vary
depending on the  type of tea made.

 2. Scrolling :

When the leaves are sufficiently withered, they are rolled up.
This process can be done by rolling machines or by hand. The goal
is to break down cell walls, release enzymes and start oxidation.
Rolling helps shape the tea leaves and promotes the  chemical
reactions necessary for flavor development. In the case of black tea,
this promotes oxidation, which darkens the leaves and improves their
flavor.

3. Fermentation (oxidation) :

Fermentation or oxidation is a crucial step, especially in making
black tea. After rolling, the sheets are spread out and left to oxidize.
This process can take several hours.  During oxidation, the enzymes
in the tea leaves react with the oxygen in the air, resulting in the
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The overall number of jobs provided to all segments of the
population in the state in 2012–2013 was 544150 persons under
small tea growers.

With more tea gardens, both large and small, than any other district
in the state in 2012–2013, Dibrugarh might also offer more
employment chances to the state's 161300 unemployed employees.
It is also evident that, on average across all districts, tea growers
with land holdings of between one and three acres may offer more
work prospects than those with a holding of more than three acres.
Assam's tea business is extremely important to both the state's
economy and the overall economy of the country. The tea industry in
Assam has a strong reputation in the international economy. More
over half of the country's land is currently used for tea growing.

In the fiscal year 2012-2013, Assam's tea industry employed a
total of 544,150 individuals, spanning various sections of the
population, particularly small tea growers. Notably, Dibrugarh district,
known for its numerous tea gardens, both large and small, surpassed
other districts by offering employment opportunities to 161,300
people in the state during the same period. It is worth mentioning
that smaller tea growers with land holdings of 0-1 and 1-3 acres
contributed significantly to job creation, outpacing those with more
extensive land holdings (above 3 acres) across all districts on average.
The tea industry in Assam plays a pivotal role in both the state and the
national economy. Assam's tea sector enjoys a distinguished reputation
on the global stage. With tea cultivation covering more than half of
India's total tea-growing land, the Assam tea industry provides
employment to over 600,000 individuals in the state, accounting for
approximately 50% of the country's total average daily labor force.

Foreign currency income :

Globally recognized and appreciated, Assam tea contributes
significantly to India's export earnings. This industry not only strengthens
India's foreign exchange earnings but also contributes positively to the
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of tea to cater to the domestic market's demand. In addition to direct
consumption, Assam tea is frequently sold through tea auctions, with
the Guwahati Tea Auction Center being the most notable platform.
These auctions serve as the bridge between producers and buyers,
encompassing both domestic and international tea companies. They
are pivotal for the industry's transactions and pricing dynamics.

Internationally, Assam tea is recognized and cherished in several
regions. The United Kingdom has been a traditional stronghold for
Assam tea, featuring prominently in well-known blends such as English
Breakfast. Ireland also appreciates Assam tea, often included in the
classic Irish Breakfast tea blend. In the United States, a growing
interest in high-quality teas has led to an increasing presence of Assam
tea. This is particularly due to its robust flavor and versatile use in
various blends. Russia, too, has a fondness for Assam tea, valuing its
strong and bold character. Furthermore, Assam tea is beginning to
make inroads into other Asian countries, most notably Japan, where
it has garnered attention for both black and green tea varieties.

The prospects for the Assam tea industry's growth in these
international markets are promising. Diversification plays a crucial
role in this process. By expanding its product range to include not
only traditional black teas but also green, white, and specialty teas,
the industry can attract a broader and more discerning audience.
Building a strong Assam tea brand identity and implementing effective
marketing strategies are equally important. Highlighting Assam's
unique flavors and consistent quality can make it stand out in a
competitive market.

Quality control is paramount to building trust with international
consumers. Maintaining a high level of quality and adhering to
international standards will be essential for long-term growth.
Additionally, customizing tea blends and flavors to suit the preferences
of specific international markets is a smart strategy to capture a larger
share of the market. This tailoring approach acknowledges that
different regions may have varying tastes and preferences, and
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provides financial support needed to reduce orthodox or special
production costs.

Production subsidy : Currently the government is  increasing
the production subsidy of orthodox and special tea from 7 to  10
rupees per kilogram. Only in the current year  2023-24 will the
increased production subsidy of  12 rupees per kg continue to mark
the 200th anniversary of Assam tea.

Fixed Capital Support : This component of ATISIS provides
financial assistance for capital expenditure such as the purchase of
machinery, equipment and other assets required for tea production.

Agricultural Income Tax Exemption : In this section tea
producers and tea gardens are given a certain period of agricultural
income tax exemption. Assam Government Assistance to Tea Industry

The Assam government has allocated nearly Rs 550 crore for
the  tea industry in the state, a welcome step for the industry. The
government  also announced that the organization ATISIS will be
strengthened to bring help to the road workers. Roadshows are
organized across the country to promote Assam Tea as a brand. The
government  also emphasized the development of the infrastructure
of the tea garden work lines, especially the development of roads.
As a special relief, as a one-time measure, the government will waive
all  electricity charges for families of tea garden workers living on the
line. In addition, 10,000 houses will be built on work lines.  The Tea
Association of India (TAI)  welcomed the Assam budget and
welcomed the extension of  income tax exemption for Assam Agri
and benefits under the ATISIS Act.

Domestic and International Market of Tea :

The Assam tea industry enjoys a prominent presence both within
its home country, India, and internationally. In the domestic market,
Assam tea holds a special place as it is widely consumed across
India. From the bustling cities to rural areas, Assam tea is a household
staple. The state's extensive tea gardens produce a significant quantity
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country's trade balance. The export of Assam tea promotes international
trade relations and strengthens the global reputation of Assam as a
region known for the production of quality tea.

Social impact :

The tea industry transcends economic size and plays an important
role in the social development of  tea garden communities. It offers
more than just a job; it provides access to housing, health and
educational services, ultimately improving the quality of life of road
workers and their families. Many tea companies also participate in
corporate social responsibility (CSR) initiatives, focusing on
education, skills development and health in the communities where
they operate. These initiatives contribute positively to the social fabric
of these areas.

In conclusion, the tea industry in Assam is not only an economic
force, but also a catalyst for employment, foreign exchange earnings
and social development. Its rich heritage and global importance make
it an important industry that supports the livelihood of thousands of
people and contributes significantly to the overall development of
Assam and India.

Known for its high quality tea production, Assam is one of the
major tea producing states in India. However, Assam's tea industry
struggled with a prolonged economic crisis that affected the livelihood
of tea workers. To facilitate the tea industry, the Government of Assam
launchedthe Assam Tea Industries Special Incentives Scheme
(ATISIS). This scheme provides financial support necessary for the
production of orthodox tea or special tea mainly for  export which
requires a high production cost. During the budget, the state
government allocated Rs 100 crore for the scheme.

Parts of ATISIS :

ATISIS includes four main components, which are as follows :
Working Capital Interest Subsidy :This component of ATISIS
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adapting to these nuances can lead to increased market penetration.
Exploring trade agreements and partnerships can also significantly

aid in facilitating market access and reducing trade barriers, promoting
smoother international trade. As global interest in tea continues to
expand, the Assam tea industry is poised to make the most of these
opportunities and capture a larger share of the international market.

Issues and challenges of tea industry in Assam :

The tea industry in Assam faced several challenges. Those
challenges may have evolved since then or been influenced by new
developments. Here are some of the major challenges faced by the
tea industry in Assam :

Infrastructure and Transport:

A significant number of tea gardens have become ill due to lack
of infrastructure, modernization and efficient management. In some
of Assam's more remote tea-growing areas, inadequate infrastructure
and transport networks can prevent efficient transport of tea from
farms to processing plants and markets.

Less tea production :

There are many problems in the tea industry such as financial
crisis, electricity problems, labour problems, poor labour systems,
income tax on tea gardens, increased pollution tax, less transport
subsidy etc. a desperate situation, as a result of which the  production
of tea leaves and tea is decreasing.

Competition :

The global tea market is very competitive and Assam tea competes
with other tea producing regions. Price competition and the need to
differentiate on Assam roads.

Decline in Tea price :

Due to various reasons, the auction price of the tea has
continuously decreased over the years. All the profits were taken
from the tea gardens, and  no real or proper investment was made in
improving the quality of the tea. The tea industry is exposed to price
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challenges. By addressing these issues, the industry can continue to
thrive and flourish, continuing to delight tea enthusiasts with its exquisite
brew and contributing to the prosperity of Assam and India.
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by capitalizing on opportunities for growth, sustainability and product
diversification. For the most up-to-date information on the challenges
facing the Assam tea industry, I recommend consulting industry
reports, government sources and trade associations related to the
Assam tea sector.

Conclusion :

The Assam tea industry, deeply rooted in history and tradition, is
a vital cornerstone of the state's economy and the global tea market.
Its journey, from the discovery of indigenous tea plants by Scottish
explorer Robert Bruce in the early 19th century to becoming the
largest tea-producing region in the world, reflects a remarkable tale
of resilience and adaptation.

Assam's unique geographical and climatic conditions have
contributed to the unparalleled flavor of Assam tea, characterized by
its boldness and malty notes. This distinctive taste has earned Assam
tea a prestigious place in the hearts of tea connoisseurs worldwide.

The industry plays an indispensable role in the socioeconomic
fabric of Assam. It provides livelihoods to a substantial portion of
the state's population, particularly in rural areas. The direct and indirect
employment opportunities it offers are crucial for economic growth,
while its contribution to India's foreign exchange earnings enhances
the country's trade balance.

Nonetheless, the Assam tea industry faces a myriad of challenges,
including infrastructural limitations, price volatility, labor issues, and
the impact of climate change. These challenges require innovative
solutions to ensure sustainable growth and quality tea production.
As global demand for tea continues to grow, Assam's industry has a
significant role to play in satisfying the world's thirst for this beloved
beverage.

In conclusion, the Assam tea industry represents more than just
a sector of the economy; it embodies a cultural legacy, a source of
livelihood for millions, and a symbol of resilience in the face of
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fluctuations due to  global supply and demand,  exchange rates and
market dynamics. Price volatility can affect the profitability of tea
farms.

Less labouravailability :

The  tea industry in Assam has been plagued by long-standing
labor problems. Problems related to the wages, working conditions
and living conditions of tea plantations caused concern. Improvement
of working conditions and  welfare of employees continues.

Lack of proper storage :

The problem of preserving quality tea has always existed. Due
to the delay in transport and the lack of storage facilities, the treated
tea receives moisture from the atmosphere and its quality deteriorates.

Climatic factors :

Climate change and increased occurrence of extreme weather
events such as floods and droughts have affected tea cultivation in
Assam. These climate-related challenges affect the yield and quality
of tea. Adverse climatic conditions of tea plantations with little or
very heavy rainfall  affected the tea industry.

Pest problem :

Another important problem is the pest problem. Bacterial
diseases have badly affected many tea plantations in Assam. Tea
pests and diseases such as tea bug and leaf spot can affect the tea
bush, reducing yield and quality. Sustainable management of these
issues  remains a challenge.  • Global health crises: Events such as
the COVID-19 pandemic have had a major impact on the tea
industry, disrupting supply chains, labor availability and markets. The
industry  had to adapt to such unexpected challenges.

Other problems :

Lack of proper export communication, limited use of scientific
tools or mechanisms, insufficient investments, decreasing interest of
youth in the agricultural sector, growth of the industry, etc. are also
seen as the biggest obstacles to the growth of tea. Industry

It is important that Assam's tea industry meets these challenges


